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ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS. 


VESTED RIGHTS. 

WERE the representatives of our national church put upon the 
defensive, and compelled to furnish an answer to the inquiry, what 
great practical object an ecclesiastical establishment is designed to 
answer, we should be not a little curious to observe the mode in 
which their reply would be framed, so as not to involve the whole 
system in condemnation. We should imagine that it would be 
absolutely necessary to show an appearance, at least, of identity, in 
the main end of “ the church” and that of Christianity. Now the 
principal characteristic of Christianity, as far as we are acquainted 
with it, is that it brings to light another and higher state of being, 
and teaches us to make the present life subservient to the future. 
This we apprehend to be the grand truth which the church is 
appointed to proclaim and toenforce. Men are apt to forget their 

igh destiny—need to be reminded perpetually that this world is 
only a school for another—that although playing at marbles may 
be very well in its place, they are sent hither to prepare themselves 
for something better—and we always thought that the church was 
appointed to convince the grown-up boys and girls of society that 

e tops and skipping-ropes with which they amuse themselves are 
not the noblest inheritance which belongs to man. 

If such be indeed the object of a national church—if she be de- 
signed to call away men’s minds from the too ardent and exclusive 
‘pursuit of passing trifles—if she have any mission to fulfil with 
respect to the world beyond death—if she be instructed to impress 
men with a sense of their own immortality, and to educate them for 
that wider sphere of duties and enjoyments which immortality opens 
up to their view, then we must say, that of all means which could be 
selected for the accomplishment of such a purpose, she has chosen 
unquestionably the oddest and most incongruous. Why, the teacher 
shows a more anxious care about marbles and tops, sets a higher 
value upon them, makes a greater outcry about them, bellows more 
loudly over the loss of them, locks them up more securely, and 
fences them about with stronger a than any of her scholars. 
Her whole talk is about them. Vested rights” is a phrase ever on 
her lips. All her quarrels are on this score. She never uses the 
rod but when these are touched or threatened, and according to her 
own representation, those committed to her e will be best pre- 
pared to enter upon the larger world for which she is training 
them, by showing the blindest and most implicit deference to her 
e vested rights.” 

“ Vested rights!” What are they but an attempt by the church 
to confer immutability upon that which the church is appointed to 
proclaim mutable—to give perpetuity to that which she tells us is 
passing—to fix for herself that portion by law, which by the gospel 
she assures us is worthless—to make herself a settlement here, 
under the pretence of teaching us the vanity of all earthly settle- 
ments. Her professed object is to convince us of the superiority of 
another world, and in order to the attainment of it, she begins by 
making herself a very comfortable and quiet home in this. A 
home she must have, undoubtedly, whilst on earth—but who so 
anxious and troublesome as she to get her property vested in her for 
ever and ever? 

Seriously, nothing can be more marked than the contrast ex- 
hibited in this respect between Christianity and our established 
church—the avowed teacher, and if we may take the word of the 
clergy for it, the exclusive teacher of Christianity. The one aims 
to depreciate in our estimation all secular possessions—warns us 
against an undue attachment to them—cautions us against anxiety 
on account of them—tells us to hold them loosely—unveils to our 
view somewhat unspeakably more important. The other, whatever 
she may teach from the pulpit, shows a concern for the security 
and 4 


ment of 9 on earth so intense as to have 
become proverbial. er alliance with the civil magistrate, 
unnatural as it is, was contracted and is maintained solely 
with a view to property. What would become of her, she 
pleads without a settled and permanent provision? Faith is out 
of the question. Confidence in the Master whom she professes 
to serve she has none—none in the justice of her own claims 
—none in the gratitude of her own members. Her dowry 
must be settled upon her by law—settled upon her in perpetuity 
—settled upon her in such manner that she shall be able to plead 
a vested and inalienable right in it—and this done, she will preach 
the vanity of worldly cares. 

To us, it is one of the most astounding mysteries that men with 
brains in their heads and consciences in their bosoms, able to think 
and competent to judge, with the bible before them on the one 
hand and the statute-book on the other, should ever have suffered 
themselves to have been befooled into the belief that two things so 
opposite as Christianity and a state church, are nevertheless iden- 
tical. The noise made by the latter in erecting a 3 and 


durable abiding place, is quite sufficient to distinguish it from the 


former, who is satisfied with a tent, easily set up, and, if need be, 


easily removed. Rights of property vested in the church are re- 
acy as the only foundation of ecclesiastical stability by human 
egislators. The supreme lawgiver never even hints at such rights 
as important—holds them up as worthless—and tells his disciples 
to seek principally and first of all the establishment of his kingdom, 
and all these things will be given them as they have need. 
Exceedingly curious it is, too, and with this remark we shall con- 
clude, that whenever the established church lays herself fairly open 
to the charge of immorality—a violation of a palpable law of — 
Master —it is always in pursuit of some “ vested rights.“ Whether 
murder be committed by her military in Ireland, or imprisonment 
by her courts in England and Wales, or robbery by her bailiffs and 
police under church rate warrants whether every bond of charity be 
snapped asunder here, or division be stirred up there, or the spread 
of religion be hindered everywhere—it is always in defence of 
“vested rights.“ There would seem to be no law of man or God, 
which this church will not set aside in favour of “ vested rights.” 
„Them first, them last, them midst, them without end.“ 
And this church which can scramble through every hedge of divine 
precept in search of “ vested rights,” we are told to regard as the fit- 
test, the only suitable instructress of our world, in the vanity of mere 
secular possessions, and the superiority of things beyond time! 
Amiable and accomplished hypocrite! who can wonder at the kind 
of success you have enjoyed ? , 


GRAVE CHARGE AGAINST THE BRITISH AND 
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
WE have received during the past week a copy of a tract entitled 
“ Origin and Pro of the Scottish Board for Bible Circulation,” 
written by Dr A Thomson, of Coldstream. We have also re- 
ceived a letter from Mr John Childs, of Bungay, founded upon the 
statements contained in that tract; which letter we have given in 
another column. To both we commend the dispassionate and se- 
rious attention of our readers. the committee of the 


British and Foreign Bible N W 


they prefer against it a grave indictment; 

proof; and they ask an impartial verdict. Under present circum- 
stances we refrain from comment. The body d with so gross 
an offence against all the principles of its own constitution, and, 
against the spirit of that book, with the circulation of which they 
are more especially entrusted, must have fair opportunity afforded 
it for rebutting thecharge by counterevidence, or destroying its force 
by explanatory statements. Silence cannot be preserved without a 
loss of character. We shall wait, therefore, for a fortnight before 
we offer any comment, after which time we shall proceed to deal 
with the case brought under our notice, in such manner as its own 
importance, and the materials then in our possession may in our 
judgment be found to warrant. 


BRAINTREE CHURCH RATE CASE. 

This case was argued in the Consistory court on Wednesday last, 
before Dr Lushington. The question was as to the admissibility of 
the libel in a suit for subtraction of church rate by the church 
of Braintree, Essex, against Mr John Gosling, a parishioner, for the 
recovery of the sum of £23 14s. The libel pleaded that a church 
rate had been refused in this parish for several years past, and that, in 
fact, no rate had been raised for the repair of the church since 1834; 
that the church was in great need of repairs, and that, in conformity 


» with a decree issued by this court at the suit of the vicar, against the 


churchwardens in special, and the parishioners in general, to meet and 
make a rate, a vestry meeting was duly convened on the 165th of July, 
at which the churchwardens proposed a rate of 2s. in the 1 that 
an amendment was moved and seconded, to the effeet the pa · 
rishioners refused to make any rate whatever for the repairs of the 
church; that such amendment was carried by a show of hands, and 
no poll was demanded ; that thereupon the churchwardens and the 
minority of the parishioners then assembled at the vestry made and 
signed a rate of 2s. in the pound. 

r Apps on behalf of the cited, began by detailing the his- 
tory of the case of Veley and Joslin v. Burder,” in which the church- 
wardens, on the authority of an anonymous case in 1 Ventris, 367, 
and the case of Gauden v. Selby,“ in the court of Arches, had, on 
the refusal of a rate by the vestry in 1837, made a rate of their own 
authority; the proceedings against Mr Burder had, however, been 
stopped by a rule fora prohibition granted by the court of Queen’s 
Bench, and eventually the judges in the court of Exchequer Chamber, 
whither the case traveled by writ of error, decided that the rate was 
bad. The learned advocate proceeded to contend that the libel was 
inadmissible in toto. He denied, in the first place, that a rate made 
on the principle upon which this rote was made was a good rate; se- 
condly, that if this was a good rate, this court was not the court in 
which the remedy should be sought, if the rate were withheld ; _ 
ly, if a rate made on this principle were good, still this rate was bad 
and lastly, though this was a subordinate part of the case, the 
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contained superfluities. It was not to be disguised that the hint of this 
rate had been taken from what had fallen from Lord Chief Justice 
Tindal, in delivering the judgment of the court of Exchéquer Chamber 
on the 8th of February, 1841, on the writ of error in Veley and Jos- 
lin v. Burder,’’ who expressed himself to this effect: —“ With respect 
to the case of Gauden v. Selby,’ decided by Sir W. Wynne, in 1799 
one observation that arises is, that the church rate in that case was 
made by the church wardens at the same vestry meeting which had been 
duly summoned, and at which it had been refused by a majority of the 
parishioners then present; a fact which forms a most important dis- 
tinction between that and the present case. The churchwardens in 
that case required arate at a larger sum, and a majority of the parish- 
ioners present refused it for that sum, though they were willing to 
grant it for a smaller ; and the churchwardens, nevertheless, made the 
rate against the consent of the majority for the largersum. We do 
not enter into the discussion whether a rate so made by the church- 
wardens at the parish meeting where the parishioners are met would 
be valid or not, or how far such case might be analagous to that of the 
members of a corporation aggregate, who being assembled together for 
the purpose of choosing an officer of the corporation, the majority pro- 
test against and refuse altogether to proceed to any election; in which 
case, they had been held to throw away their votes, and the minority, 
who have performed their duty by voting, have been held to represent 
the whole number. It is obvious, indeed, that there is a wide and 
substantial difference between the churchwardens alone, or the church- 
wardens and the minority together, making arate at the meeting of 
the parishioners where the refusal took place, and the churchwardens 
possessing the power of rating the parish by themselves at any future 
time, however distant.“ It was clear that the churchwardens alone,“ 
and the churchwardens and minority together were one and the 
same thing, for if all the parishioners were to vote against the rate, the 
church wardens, being the minority, might make one: so that it would 
appear that the question had made te | little progress if the principle 
such a rate could be maintained. But for churchwardens to rate 
the parish by themselves, at any future time, however distant,“ was 
a very different proposition. The rate there in question had been made 
only two days after the meeting. But the learned chief justice continued: 
It is unnecessary, however, to discuss this point, as the facts of 
this case do not bring it before us. It is sufficient to say, whilst we 
give no opinion upon it, that we desire to be understood as reserving to 
ourselves the liberty of forming an opinion whenever the case shall 
occur.“ This, therefore, was said obiter by the learned judge, and, 
undoubtedly, if the court of Exchequer Chamber had decided that a 
rate made on the principle of the present rate was good, it would be 
the highest presumption in him (Dr Addams) to say it was not. But 
they expressly said they gave no opinion. e first hint that a rate 
on such a principle would be valid was contained in a pamphlet 
by Dr Silver, the late Anglo-Saxon Professor at Oxford, published 
the decision in ‘‘ Veley v. Burder”’ in the court of Queen's 
Bench, but before the judgment in the court of Exchequer Chamber ; 
go that it would appear that both he and the learned judge had hit 
upon the same notion about the same time. Dr Silver, though a 
scholar and a gentleman, was not much of a lawyer, for he had, in his 
reference to the Reformatio Legum, mistaken its propositions of what 
should be the ecclesiastical law for what was the law, and he had 
founded his . as to the validity of such a rate upon a e in 
that work. On what principle was it suggested that a — rate 
made on such a principle as this might be a good and valid rate? Why, 
it was said by lord chief justice that the obligation of parishioners 
to repair the parish church is a common law obligation. In what 
sense this expression was used he would consider presently. If it were 
meant in the same sense as the common law obligation to repair 
bridges and highways, he took the liberty of dissenting from the doc- 
trine. This common law obligation was founded upon some supposed 
analogies. But in order to establish an analogy, there must be a simi- 
larity between the — 7 that was the foundation of all analogical 
reasoning. If he could show that there was no similarity whatever, 
there would be an end to the analogy. He had always understood that 
it was a maxim of the British constitution, that a subject could not be 
taxed but by his own consent, actual or virtual; but if the principle 
of this rate was admitted, a tax could be imposed by a junta ina 
parish, and a minority could compel a majority to pay the tax. The 
analogy suggested by the judges in the Exchequer chamber was that 
of the mem of a corporation aggregate assembled for the purpose 
of choosing an officer, where the majority refuse to vote, and the mi- 
nority elect. Was there any similarity between the cases, one of the 
imposition of a tax, the other the exercise of a franchise? The analo 
was attempted to be made out by stating that it was the duty of a 
vestry to make a rate, and he (Dr Addams) admitted that it was obli- 
gatory upon a parish to repair the parish church, and it was said that 
if the parishioners went to the vestry and would not vote for a rate, 
their votes were thrown away, as in the analogous case of the election 
of a corporation officer. But the election of an officer was not obliga- 
tory upon the electors, or a duty that could be enforced—it was a pri- 
vilege, as in the case of a member of parliament ; it was an imperfect 
obligation that could not be enforced by any pénalty. But was the 
duty of repairing the parish church an imperfect obligation? It was 
a perfect obligation; it was a duty which it was highly penal not 
to fulfil, and in former times parishes were laid under an interdict and 
excommunicated for its non-fulfilment. He submitted that the sup- 
analogy came to nothing. If the rate was founded upon the 
common law obligation, the monition which had been obtained went 
for nothing; but in order to establish an analogy, a monition had been 
obtained, and very ingeniously, upon a precedent in the court of 
Arches in the Headcorne case, which was itself founded upon a pre- 
cedent in Archdeacon Hale’s work, a particular time and place were 
fixed for making the rate; and it was supposed that, if the majority of 
the vestry at that meeting refused the rate, by analogy, the minority 
might make one. Now, as to how far this obligation was a common 
law obligation. He admitted that the parish was bound, if the church 
was in need of repair, to repair it. e concurred in every word of 
what Lord Chief Justice Tindal said upon this point—that the repair 
ic of the church was a duty which the parishioners were 
to not a mere voluntary act which they might 
or ine at their discretion; that the law is imperative upon 
absolutely, that they do repair the church; that the only ques- 


tion upon which the parishioners when convened can determine is, 
how and in what manner the common law obligation so binding them 
may be most effectually and conveniently performed. But the ques- 
tion is in what sense is the term common law obligation“ used? 
Was it meant in the same sense as with reference to bridges and high- 
ways? Ifso, he did not concur in the opinion. He apprehended the 
obligation upon the parish was by the common law of the church, and 
therefore by the common law of the land, because the law of the 
church was a part of the common law of the land by adoption of the 
canon law. Bishop Gibson had shown in his Codex the distinction 
between the jus commune ecclesiasticum and the jus commune laicum. 
The obligation upon a parish to repair the parish church was by the 
jus commune ecelesiasticum, otherwise the courts of law would not re- 
fuse, as they did, to enforce church rates by mandamus, and had even 
declared that church rate was not part of the jus commune laicum. 
„% Rex v. Churchwarden of Thetford,” 5 T. R. Rex v. St Mar- 
garet’s and St John's, Westminster, M. and S., 252. The present 
rate, however, was a mongrel sort of a rate, half ecclesiastical and half 
civil, and he objected to 1 g in this court to recover such a 
rate. Then what were the means of recovering such a rate if it were 
valid? Why, if it was a common law rate, founded upon a common 
law obligation, the proper remedy was by distress, when the party 
might replevy, and the question might be tried by action. Non constat, 
if that course had been taken, that the p cited, who was a dis- 
senter, might not have allowed his goods to be distrained, and there 
the matter might have ended. The present course of proceeding, how- 
ever, gave a large authority to churchwardens, who had already ex- 
tensive powers. The learned advocate then proceeded to argue that 
the majority had not been properly ascertained, since a mere show of 
hands could not decide the point, persons of a certain amount of pro- 
perty having a plurality of votes, under the 58th George III., c. 69. 
Another objection to the rate was, that it was excessive, inasmuch as 
persons been excused, by the sole authority of the churchwardens 
and minority, whose rentals amounted to 1,000/. a year. Upon the 
whole he trusted that the Court would reject the allegation. 

The Quren’s ApvocatTe, for the churchwardens, supported the libel. 
It had not been denied that the church was out of repair, and that the 
churchwardens were without funds. They had acted in obedience to 
a decree of this Court by convening a vestry, which had refused the 
rate. He was free to admit that this mode of making the rate had 
been adopted in a great measure from the observations which had 
fallen from Lord Chief Justice Tindal, which had confirmed the view 
the churchwardens and their advisers had taken of the subject. The 

rinciple upon which the rate rested was this—that by the common 
aw, the parishioners were bound to repair the parish church—a d 
incumbent upon them—a burden of which they could not get rid. 
This had been laid down in the strongest language by the judges in 
the Exchequer chamber. Dr Addams seemed to think that there was 
a distinction between the common law of the land and the common 
law of the church ; but he apprehended that there was no real dis- 
tinction between the two, but only in respect to the courts which had 
to enforce the law, and that the subjects were bound by one law as 
much as by the other. Now, in this case, it was not contended that 
there was any dispute as to the form and manner in which the rate 
was to be e, but there is an absolute refusal to make any rate at 
all, at any time. The judges in the court of Exchequer Chamber, 
though they considered the case in 1 Ventris, 367, which contained a 
dictum at common law that the churchwardens might make a rate, 
as short and as satisfactory,“ treated the case of Gaudon v. 
Selby” in a different manner; and although there was a distinc- 
tion between that case and the case of “ Veley v. Burder,“ there 
is no distinction between it and the present case. The only dif- 
ference between the cases is, that in Gaudon v. Selby” the 
~ate was made by churchwardens alone in the vestry where the 
rate had been refused, and in the present case it was made by the 
churchwardens and some of the ishioners. He was, therefore, en- 
titled to claim the judgment of this Court at least in favour of the 
libel, as being governed by the case of Gaudon v. Selby“ in the 
Arches court, which had not been reversed. The decision had not 
been affirmed by the court of Exchequer Chamber, it was true, but it 
was not spoken of with disrespect. e whole effect of the decision 
in the Exchequer Chamber was this—that the churchwardens in that 
case, having made a rate of their own authority, not in vestry, were 
not justified by law; but the judges threw out an intimation, th 
not at random, as to the effect of a rate made by the churchwardens, 
at the same vestry, with the minority. 


Dr Lusnixorox here called Sir John Dodson’s attention to the ob- 
servations of Lord Chief Justice Denman upon the case of Gaudon 
v. Selby.“ in the court of Queen's Bench, as reported in 12 Ad. and 
Ellis, 372, entirely repudiating the authority of that case; whereas 
the utmost the oe hee in the Exchequer Chamber said was, that they 
gave no opinion upon it. ie 

The QuzEn’s ApvocaTe submitted that there had been no express 
decision against Gaudon v. Selby.“ Dr Addams had said there was 
no analogy between the cases put by Lord Chief Justice Tindal, as 
there was no similarity in the things; that the imposition of a tax is 
one thing, and the exercise of a privilege another. But where it is 
imperative on persons to do a certain act, or to make a rate for the 
repairs of the church, and where some of those ns refused to 
perform that duty, or voted against any rate at all, there was an an- 
alogy between such a case and those put by the Chief Justice; and 
those who did vote, though a minority as to numbers, would bind the 
rest. In this case it was not a putting off the rate for a week ora 
fortnight till a more convenient time, but it was a vote against an 
rate at all, on the ground of conscience. When a parish was so 
did not the case arise which was contemplated by Lord Chief yustice 
Tindal, in which the churchwardens and the minority should proceed 
to fulfil the obligation laid upon them and the parish? Then it had 
been said that the „ J ad not been properly ascertained. But 
no poll was demanded, and the churchwardens were not bound to call 
for one; and the Court would take the allegation in the libel to be 
true, that there was a majority, and assume that the churchwardens 
could > cane the fact. But — 45 there was not a majority for the 
amendment, then the rate would have been adopted, for there was no 
other amendment. With regard to the objection that parties, to the 
amount of 1,000/., had been excused from paying the rate, these per- 
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sons were poor and unable to pay, and this Court, in the case of 
„Chesterton v. Farler,’’ had decided that the omission of such per- 
sons was no ground of objection to a church rate. They had not been 
excused by the churchwardens, but by the parish. He contended that 
the rate which had been made in this case in virtue of a common law 
obligation was binding upon the parish, and that the libel ought to be 
admitted. 

Dr Hacearp followed on the same side. 

Dr LvsuinoTon said, after what had been said in the courts of 
Queen’s Bench and the Exchequer Chamber respecting the case of 
* Gaudon v. Selby,” he felt himself quite at liberty to exercise his 
own judgment upon this question, without considering, as he had 
done in the case of Veley v. Burder.“ that case as a binding decision 
upon him; and he was satisfied that if he were to abstain from exer- 
cising his own judgment, and a prohibition should be moved for in 
the court of Queen’s Bench, that court would think he had not dis- 
charged the responsibility which the law had cast upon him. He 
should take time to consider the questions in this case. 


The Birmingham churchwardens, Messrs Boucher and Kimberley, 
called another meeting on Wednesday last, to lay a church rate. tt 
will be remembered that the result of the scrutiny demanded into the 
votes at the last meeting showed an overwhelming majority against 
the rate, and it was expected that no further attempt would be made. 
At eleven o’clock the doors were opened, and, on the churchwardens 
making their appearance, they were received with the most discordant 
yellings and hootings that can well be imagined. Mr Payne, a liberal 
conservative, was proposed to the * 25 the churchwardens, but 
Mr Alderman Weston was voted into it by the meeting, there not 
being fifty persons, out of the thousands assembled, in favour of the 
rate. Mr Boucher then proceeded to detail the reasons which caused 
him and his colleague to give notice of that meeting, and which, in 
fact, amounted to nothing more than this, that they had been advised 


that they had acted illegally in reference to the last two meetings the 
had called, and in order to rectify their former errors they had call 
the present meeting. Mr Boucher concluded, amidst great groaning, 


by moving that a rate of 3d. in the pound be ted for the ensuing 
year. Mr Kimberley seconded the motion. Mr R. K. Douglas then 
came forward, and moved, as an amendment, that a rate of threepence 
in the pound be not now The amendment was seconded by 
Mr Hollingsworth. Mr J. Sturge addressed the meeting in condemna- 
tion of the principle of church rates. The Chairman said he had re- 
ceived a written demand for a 1 of the parish by a rate payer, and 
he should at once comply with that request, and order a poll to be 
kept open for fourteen days, to begin each day in that building at ten 
o' clock, and keep open until four. Mr Boucher demanded of the 
hairman to fe the resolution and amendment to the meeting, and 
of hands. The Chairman declined, observing that he well 

knew the law, and would take the consequence of the refusal. He 
then ordered the poll to be taken, appointed poll clerks to go into the 
committee room, and commence business, and immediately vacated 
the chair and declared the meeting dissolved. Mr Boucher then said 
he would make a rate; and he instantly brought forward a rate book, 


ready printed, and commenced signing the book. Mr Kimberley fol- 
lowed, and about six individuals added their names to the list. The 


polling then commenced, and by the last account, on Monday, the 
numbers were —for the rate, 51; against it, 1,527. 


A correspondent furnishes us with the following statement: — The 
parish of Brixham is at present blessed with the “spiritual superin- 
tendance“ of a Mr Robert Holdsworth, the offspring of the great 
man of that name, as he is called by the author of the Baviad and 
Maeviad, whose withering look of “pity and contempt’’ became too 
deeply imprinted on the youthful mind of the poet, to be effaced by 
the expiration of more than half a century. is ornament of so- 
ciety, is at present the owner of the vicarial tithes, amounting to 
about four hundred and fifty pounds a year, in addition to the 
tithes of the parish of Churston Ferrers, and the surplice fees of both. 
On the annual meeting being held in Brixham, on Easter last, and a 
church rate being 1. one of the meeting inquired of the 
chairman, at what amount the rectorial and vicarial tithes were 
rated to „the church?“ The chairman replied that they had never 
been rated. On the churchwarden being remonstrated with for such 
culpable negligence, in allowing this species of property, of all others 
the most liable, to escape without payment; he said that the vicar 
claimed exemption in consequence of his not having paid the rates 
for many years. He was then asked with what face the rev. func- 
tionary could call on others to pay, when he, whose very existence 
depended on what was exacted from the pockets of others, refused to 
contribute his fair quota? The bishops’ officer was silent. The meet- 
ing then resolved that a rate be ted wholly and exclusively on 
the ground that the tithes be justly and fairly rated to“ the church.“ 
About a week since the churchwardens convened a meeting of the 
rate payers to inform them, that having rated the tithes and called on 
the owners pe gr ay | had positively refused to pay the amount. It 
was then agreed that five gentlemen should wait on the parties, to 
ascertain their reasons for non-payment. But it being known by the 
vicar, he sent an insulting message, stating his determination not to 
allow them an audience. The churchwardens were then instructed. 
to commence legal proceedings for the recovery of the amount. 


Much interest was excited by the proceedings at Stamford town hall 
on Monday last, when the hearing came on upon informations against 
Edward Cayley, Esq., and the Rev. Christopher Cookson, for refusing 
to pay a church rate of 1s. in the pound, which had been unanimously 
laid in 2 meeting the expenses of defending an action brought 
by the Rev. Woolley Spencer, the rector, against the parish church- 
warden (Mr Henry Tebbutt), for permitting the interment of a body 
in the catacombs of the church without the payment of ten guineas to 
the rector. The rate was resisted on the ground of its being exces- 
sive, invalid, and illegal; and on Mr Richard Thompson, attorney on 
the part of the parish, putting in evidence in the usual way to sustain 
it, it did appear that it was invalid, there being no proper heading to 
the assessment, no description of the property for which the parties 
were rated, and no signatures of any of the parishioners to it, but 
simply an entry of names and figures subjoined to the resolution of 
the vestry granting to the churchwardens a rate. The informations 


were therefore dismissed. On Friday a vestry wash vine 
a proposition made by Mr Cayley, with the it ro of the 8 
the alleged purpose of effecting a compromise, and preventing a Cott 
tinuance of the action at law, by agreeing both to diminish the fee to 
be charged on an interment in the catacombs, and to divide it between 
the rector and the wardens! A warm discussion arose. It was pointed 
out that the proposition, if agreed to, would destroy at once all the 
legal title of the parish founded on a uniform custom of 150 years’ 
continuance, and lay those who at present were able to defend em- 
selves, prostrate at the feet of Mr Spencer’s successor in the , 
who possibly might appear in a very short time. The proposition was 
negatived by a large majority.— Yesterday afternoon Tebbutt 
sought an interview with the Rev. Woolley Spencer, and declare 
that he should make no further defence to the action; and it was 
agreed that it should be settled on the rector’s terms, namely, that 
each party should pay his own costs, and the rector’s demand of fees 
——. for the future be acceded to by the churchwarden ! !—Stamford 
ercury. 


The vicar of Hungerford, a village in Berkshire, refused last week 
to allow the body of a r table inhabitant, Mr Vockins, to be taken 
into the church on the — of his being a dissenter. A large crowd 
assembled at the time of the burial, and the vicar was hooted and 
hissed whilst reading the service. 


The Bath Church-of-England Lay Association is about to petition 
parliament for a grant for church extension, and for the maintenance 
of church rates. 


A copy of the warrant has been moved for by Mr R. M. Milnes, on 
which J. C., or J. Carlton, was committed, at dale, on the 29th 
of June, 1840, by Mr C. Royds and Mr C. Chadwick, for neglecting to 
attend divine worship at Butterworth, in the county lesen 
W. Carlton was sentenced, for the said misdemeanour, to forfeit and 
pay the sum of 1s., together with 14s. for costs; and, in default of 
payment, was ordered, by virtue of the above warrant, to be impri- 
soned in the Salford house of correction until the said sums should be 
paid. The warrant was signed by C. Royd and James Taylor.” 


In the recent elegant edition of Gibbon’s History, by the learned, 
pious, and candid prebendary of St Peter’s, he has adopted the notes 
appended by the prime minister of France, the celebrated M. Guizot ; 
and in one of those valuable commentaries the following may 
be found, which conveys the real opinion of the philosophic states- 
man. He is 2 one of the assertions of the infidel 
historian in his famous th chapter, and begins his comment 
thus—* This facility [that of the heathens in embracing kindred su- 
—— has not always ae tee — yn which — in- 

erent in the religi irit, w armed with authority. sepa- 
ration of the —— and civil power a 4 be the 
means of at once maintaining religion and tolerance.“ Vol. 2, p. 262. 


~ CORRESPONDENCE. 


BIBLE MONOPOLY. 
To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 

Stn—Whoever has undertaken with earnestness the exposure of any 
public abuse, cannot have failed to find himself encumbered with the help of 
some, who after a paroxysm of short-lived zeal, retired from the contest, or 
perhaps even joined in supporting the wrong, rather than encounter the 
obloquy, and undergo the — which attend a patient, consistent, and 
determined resistance of a profitable abuse. 

That individuals should be led by various motives into inconsistencies, 
will surprise no one who has had experience in any affair of public concern- 
— fat that the British and Foreign Bible society should at any time 
have taken ground against those who sought to cheapen the scriptures, and 
o obtain for that society, the power of purchasing its bibles wherever it 
could buy them best and cheapest, has always been a subject of surprise 
and regret to all who cherish the objects, and could trace the conduct, of 
the agents of that society. The cold, not to say hostile, deportment of the 
agents of the society towards the 8 who have laboured for this pur- 
pose, has been manifested in public and in private, too palpably to require 
proof; but yet, until recently, I have been induced by my attachment to 
the great objects of its institution, to refrain, both in my evidence before 
the committee of the House of Commons, in my personal ions as a mem- 
ber of that society, and in whatever I have ad to the public on this 
subject, from any expressions which might seem to cast an imputation on 
the society itself, or might tend to impair the effectiveness of its ons. 

The time, however, is come when all that the best friends of the society 
feared is developed, and the latent determination to support the monopoly 
is practically demonstrated. 

n the last number of the United Secession Magazine” I find the fol- 
lowing statements, authenticated by the signature of Dr Thomson, as secre- 
tary of the Scottish board for bible circulation: 

1. That truth requires the painful statement to be made, that the com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Bible society have unhappily been the best 
friends of the monopoly, having, however at variance with the professed 
object of the institution, resisted to the last every overture made to them to 
encourage the cheaper circulation of the scriptures. 

2. That they have all along strongly and avowedly opposed the efforts for 
securing the present reduction in the price of bibles, giving among other 
reasons for this, that Dr Thomson was a dissenter, and not therefore to be 
encouraged. 

3. That the abolition of the Scotch monopoly, and the operations of the 
Scottish board for bible circulation, not only caused the committee of the 
Bible society to alter its course, but to open a depot in Edinburgh for the 
sale of English bibles, at prices reduced by the aid of the free funds of the 


society. 

4. That this is done in relation to all bibles, in the most expensive, as 
well as in common bindings, not for the poor merely, but for all of every 
ade, however competent to purchase bibles for themselves, and 

5. That this promiscuous sale, at prices reduced much below the prime 
cost, by a sacrifice of the society’s sacred funds, is boldly avowed, while 
some of the very bibles bear upon their title pages, the statement, that they 
are sold to subscribers a 

These charges, made under the signature of the secretary of the Scottish 
board, must be answered by the Bible society, and it becomes the duty of the 
subscribers in England to ascertain whether any portion of their , and 
if so, what portion, and on what authority, are applied, to enable them as 
general tr 8 —— ſor the purpose 2 Te — — Scottish 
who are faithfully selling at cost price, but at ra were never 
of anywhere until the Scotch patent was abolished, and were always declare 


by the agents of the society to be absurd. 
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There is no ſorm of Nn tending to produce disbelief of my state- 
ments which the agents of the Bible society, and their immediate adherents, 
have not for years employed, in all parts of the country, in public and in 
— 7 But they have long sold their books at prices lower than those set 
| in my evidence before the committee of the House of Commons, which 
they had thus denounced as impracticable, while they have now placed them- 
selves in direct collision with a society distributing the scriptures at the fair 
and just cost of production. 
y statements made to the members of the House of Commons have been 
tested, their truth abundantly demonstrated by the Bible society itself, 
while the honest energy of Dr Thomson has more than realised the best 
hopes of his friends ; and the Bible society, with its managers, would stand 
better in their character of trustees for the public if they would now come 
forth with equal consistency, and show that their statements have been 
equally just. 
I leave the subject on the public mind—the society itself will probably not 
notice it, and be glad to have it pass away in silence. | 
It remains to be seen whether the multitudes of its upright supporters 
will, by a tacit acquiescence, make themselves parties to a plan for defeating 
its grand — I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
ungay, February 26th, 1842. JOHN CHILDS. 


THE METROPOLITAN COLLEGIATE ASSOCIATION. 
To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 


Sin—The announcement of the establishment of the Nonconformist was 
hailed by many, but by none more sincerely than by your correspondent ; 
while the manner in which it is conducted—its unflinching advocacy of 
truth, and its — self-devotion to the cause it has espoused— will ensure 
it the approbation of all who prefer principle to expediency. The ‘‘ despotism 
of irresponsible power”’ has not oaly been exposed in the state and in the 
law-established sect; but you have not blinked the less potent but not less 
oppressive doings of the pet corporation“ and the trustees of the metro- 
po tan colleges. This is but just; public institutions, and the public con- 

uct of those who manage them, are fair subjects of examination and com- 
ment. If men have a right to do as they 22 with their own,“ they can 
— no such right with respect to the property of the public. The 
theo — 4 institutions among dissenters are supported by the public, and 
the public have a right to demand that their views and feelings be consult- 
ed in the manner in which they are conducted. When young men devote 
themselves to the solemn duties of the Christian ministry, they do not need 
to be treated like children at a boarding school. They will make but indif- 
ferent ‘‘ thoughtsmen’”’ for others, when they are not permitted to think for 
themselves. ose who would tamely submit to the mere at of a few 
trustees will, if they have the opportunity, become tyrants them- 
selves. Surely a body, consisting of the sudents of all the dissenting 
metropolitan colleges, is not so despicable as to be unworthy of a reply even 
from trustees. e conduct of the Hackney committee is still more dis- 
honourable. The honeyed part of theirresolution is revealed, while the gall 
is reserved. Is this honest? Is it what the supporters of the institution 
have a right to expect ? Is it what the committee would wish the students to 
imitate? The students of Coward and Hackney colleges may rest assured 
that they have the sympathy of their brethren, and shall have their support; 
and that the “ brief authority” with which committees are clothed, cannot 
resist the will of those who appoint them. I remain, sir, yours truly, 

Caerodor. . JEWAN LLWYD. 


IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


PETITIONS FOR THE WEEK. 

Church extension, ſor, 1. 
Corn laws, for repeal of, 561. 
— against proposed measure, 5. 

ae t measure, 4. 
Intoxicating drinks, against deriving revenue from, 1. 
Lord's day, for better observance of, 2. 
—— in Ireland, for declaring valid, 48. 
M pal rations bill, against, 2. 
Poor Law act, for amendment of, 1. 
against alteration of, 2. 
Railways bill, against, 2. 
Union with Ireland, for repeal of, 59. 


PUBLIC BUSINESS TRANSACTED. 


BILLS PRESENTED, AND READ A FIRST TIME. 
1. Queen's Prison bill. 


Boroughs Improvement bill. 
arish Property bill. 
BILLS READ A SECOND TIME. 
1. M (Ireland) bill. 
2. Van Dieman’s Land bill. 
3. Apprentices tion bill. 
4. Queen’s Prison bill. 
5. Railways bill. 


CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE. 
Corn Importation act. 


BILL READ A THIRD TIME, AND PASSED. 
Duchy of Cornwall bill. N 
stran onal orders, That the Serjean 
orders, e Serjeant at Arms take into his custod 
r or strangers that he shall see, or be informed of to be, in the house 5 — 
lery, while the House, or any committee of the whole House, is sitting; and that 
no member of this House do 2 to bring any stranger or strangers into the 
house, or 2 thereof, while the House is sitting.“ read. Motion made and 


question put. the said orders be rescinded.“ a 
0 vided 3 tng noes 187. resein —(Mr Muntz.) The House di- 
* — * made Los otion made and question put.“ Whenever the average price 


blished in the manner uired by law, shall be. f. 
quarter, nineteen shi ings and under twenty shillings, the duty shall be, for — 
quarter, seven shillings.” The Committee divided; ayes 256, noes 53. 


Wheat— Motion made and question proposed, Whenever the average price of w 
made up and published in the manner required by law, shall be, he avery heaves 
under 55s., the duty shall be, for every quarter, 5s. ; 55s. and under 56s.. 4s.: 56s. 
and under 57s., 3s. ; 57s. and under 58s., 2s.; 588. and upwards, Is.“ Whereupon. 
motion made and question put, That for every quarter of wheat the duty shall be 


one shilling.” The committee divided; ayes 38, noes 135. igi 
agreed to. y Original question 


SUBSTANCE OF CONVERSATIONS. 
GovERNMENT Business.—On Wednesday Sir R. Peel, in answer to a 
the intentions of government respecting future 
t he would bring no new matter on until the 
te on the corn law resolutions, being of opinion 
1 the speediest possible decision upon 
, from the numerous communications he had 


received, that this was the general feeling of commercial men. A 
special grievance, like the presbyterian marriages in Ireland, might be 
an exception. 

Irswicn Exection.—Mr Riapy Wason moved, on Wednesday, that 
Sir Thomas Cochrane should attend at the bar of the House, and be 
there examined, before his departure on foreign service, respecting cer - 
tain documents alleged to be in his possession connected with the Ips- 
wich election, in order that his examination might be used before the 
committee by whom that election was to be determined. The Ar- 
TORNEY-GENERAL opposed the motion ; observing that the examination, 
if taken, would nethe receivable evidence before the committee. After 
a discussion, in which the motion was supported by Mr O’ConneELL, 
Mr Acuionsy, and Mr Tuomas Duncomsg, and opposed by Sir Rosert 
PEEL, it was withdrawn. 

Riot ry Jamaica. In reply to questions by Mr O' CoxxRLL, on 
Thursday, Lord STANLEY stated, that there had been a riot at Kingston 
in Jamaica, on Christmas day, in consequence of an attempt by the 
mayor and other magistrates to put down the usual rejoicings. The 

lice were resisted; they fired on the rioters, and two persons were 

illed. Troops were then called out: they behaved with the greatest 
moderation, and the riot was suppressed without further loss of life. 
The governor had ordered an investigation into the circumstances. 


DEBATES. 


Wednesday, February 23. 


CORN LAWS—ADJOURNED DEBATE. 

Mr Ewart began the adjourned debate, and supported the amend- 
ment for a repeal of the corn laws on the grounds of expediency and 
justice. He had hoped the government would have framed a measure 
on the principle of a duty declining from year to year until it became 
extinct; he was persuaded that the question could not be set at rest 
on any other ground. Even the supporters of the present measure did 
not hope it would be permanent. He differed entirely with the 
right hon. baronet as to the cause of the present distress. 

he right honourable baronet at the head of the government had attributed the dis- 
tress to what were secondary, instead of primary, causes. But there was one perma- 
nently active cause which deducted from our prosperity, and added to the evils inci- 
dent to adversity; and that was the corn law. He believed that, whether trade re- 
vived or remained in its present deplorable condition, this cause would be found con- 
stantly operating, and that our manufacturing and commercial interests would never 
enjoy real prosperity until the corn laws were settled on principle. It was true that 
we were consoled with the statement that our exports were increasing in some 
quarters. But this demand was not of a healthy character. This exportation pro- 
ceeded rather from the want of demand at home than from the demand abroad. This 
was clearly proved by the state of the cotton trade. The amount of cotton taken for 
home consumption was less by 65,000,000 pounds in 1841 than in the year preceding. 

Even the proposed measure admitted the necessity for cheaper 
bread and more extended commerce; and he proved from evidence 
that this country had never been in so prosperousa condition as during 
the thirty years when the trade in corn was free. 


Mr F. Berxetey, Mr TnonxELx, and Mr Haste spoke against tax- 
ing the food of the poor. 


r O' Cox xRLL contended that the whole question was one between 


the rich and the poor, for the largest portion of a poor man’s expendi- 
ture was in the article of food. * . - 


The people wanted food, and the government would not let them have it. The ob- 
ject of the corn laws was to raise the natural price of human food. The natural price 
was that which the article would bear in a market open to the produce of the whole 
world. The law prevented a cheap harvest in one country compensating for a dear one 
in another, and kept up the price in defiance of the bounty of Providence. Under this 
law the distresses of the country had — on increasing year after year, until they had 
become so intolerable that ministers ted of the patience of the people in enduring 
them. For what reason was food withheld from the people? To make the landed in- 
terest more wealthy. Nine-tenths of a poorman’s income were expended on food, but 
not a thousandth of arich man’s income was appropria to that purpose. 
Would the landed interest leave this question to the decision of chartists or radicals ? 
No. Then, what right had the representatives of the landed interest to decide the 

uestion between themselves and the poor? The operatives had no organ to represent 
their wishes in that house. Their enemies were there packed against them, and they 
had as little chance of obtaining justice as a man who was tried by a partial judge and 


a packed jury. 
He denied that cheap bread was not as great a boon to the agri- 
cultural labourer as to the other working classes. He did not desire a 


gradual repeal, but an immediate one. 

It was the word “ now,” in his opinion, that gave the great importance to the 
sent motion. If the entire re of all duties a corn took — hase bec + ＋ 
great influx of corn this year into our markets. There would be a glut of corn, and 
— 1 offer a prospect of affording effectual relief to, the distress) that now pre- 
v ‘ 

Colonel CoNolLx spoke against the amendment. 


Mr Hawes would support total repeal. He believed the government 
plan would operate as a prohibition upon importation except when corn 
was at a very high price. He read letters and quoted — to 
= a that a sliding scale would prevent any benefit to the consumer. 

e did not know why a British minister should wish to keep up the 
price of corn to a certain standard. 

The right hon. gentleman had said he wished to oo the price of corn varying from 


548. to 58s., the probable average being 56s. He wished to know upon 
the right honourable baronet had founded his principle? Was SN. 70 


show that corn could be grown cheaper? Upon what principle it 

minister had expressed his hope that corn would rane between the a hag Lage 
named? It would appear that the natural wish would have been that corn zhould be 
at as low a price as possible. The attempt to regulate the price of corn between two 
given points had, in fact, been repudiated by past legislatures. Now, in 1815, the price 
of corn was 90s., and he had a right to ask what reliance was to be placed upon the 
opinions of gentlemen who had entertained such different ideas in that year as to the 
amount of protection necessary for the farmer, to those they now came forward and 
— — in the 3 of 25 years, of from 90s. to 568. There was no 
more v reason for su in „a neces rice to be kept than 

that 90s. ought to be — sie ed sites = e 

He quoted evidence of experienced practical farmers to prove that 
a price much below 56s. would repay them. The proposed plan was 
more objectionable than that of a fixed duty; for a fixed duty was 
better adapted to repress speculation. He believed that under the 
proposed plan there would come in between 60s. and 64s. more corn 
than would be agreeable to the agriculturists, but less than would 
satisfy the pea ; and so, ere long, all parties would concur in its 
abrogation. With regard to the averages he was prepared to maintain 
that a difference of at least 5s. a quarter would be made in the averages 
by the addition of the 156 towns to the 150 from which the averages 
were now taken, and by the adoption of a more stringent mode of tak- 
ing them. He was here interrupted by symptoms of impatience on 
the ministerial side of the house, to which he replied. 

Might he be allowed to remark, on that, the fourth night of the debate, that up to 
that moment there had not been one single gentleman connected with her Majesty's 
government who had condescended to address the House in reply to the able — . 
rate, and temperate speech in which his honourable friend, the member for Wolver- 
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hampton, had introduced the subject to the attention of the legistature. If that were 
thought to be a courteous or a politic mode of meeting a question so deeply interesting 
to the — of r he (Mr Hawes) could only say that he thought the gentle- 
men opposite would find themselves much mistaken in their opinion. He thought 
that they (the opposition) had, on their , a perfect right to prolong the debate, if 
they thought fit, until they had extracted from a member of 'the cabinet some answer 
to, or some notice of, the admirable speech of his honourable friend. 


The impatience still continuing, the hon. member sat down. 


Mr Mark Purrirs spoke against the ministerial plan, but the im- 
atience of the House manifested itself so loudly ond repeatedly, that 
+ at length made way for 


Sir R. Peer, who referred to certain admissions made by Mr Phillips 
respecting the over-issues of joint-stock banks as confirming his own 
opinion, expressed in his opening speech, that this had been one of 
the causes of distress. Another of the causes he had specified was the 
depression of commerce in the United States ; and the official returns 
showed that the exports to those countries had fallen from 8,800,000 
in 1840, to 5,200,000 in 1841. Perhaps, however, he had somewhat 
over-rated the influence of the war with China as a cause of distress. 
He was of opinion that the prosperity of manufactures was of more 
consequence to agriculture than any corn law. 

I can assute the House that no man entertains a higher sense than I do of the value 
of manufactures. It would be ungrateful in me, and most unwise, if I were to under- 
value the importance of the cotton manufactures to the best interests of the country. 
When I sat on the other side of the house, I often stated an opinion to the same effect. 
I alu ays expressed my sense of the importance of manufactures to agricultural pros- 
perity. I have always maintained the opinion, and I repeat it now, that the prosperity 
of manufactures in this country is of more importance to the interests of agriculture 
than any system of corn laws could be; and therefore, in proposing, as a minister of 
the Crown, an alteration in the corn laws, when I stated that opinion, I did not do so 
for the first time. But I look to documents furnished by eminent and enlightened 
men as to the progress of the cotton manufacture, and I see in those documents, from 
which others draw conclusions opposed to mine, a strong confirmation of my opinion, 
that the prejudicial effect of the operation of the corn laws upon cotton manufactures 
has been very much over-rated. 3 ; 

Formerly the cry was that the high rate of wages occasioned by the 
high price of food had prevented them competing with foreigners ; 
now they said there was no profit to be realised. 

I have been present at debates in this house during the last 30 years, and I have 
never heard but one story—“ True, the exports have increased, but no one has gained 
— 3 by it.“ It is in vain to adduce proof that within the last two years 90 fresh 
mills have been set in operation. I will concede that if they were old mills, you might 
reply that you kept them in work because it was better to continue than to discon- 
tinue the machinery; but how do you reconcile tyis declared loss to the manufacturer 
with the singular fact that in one district alone there have been within the last two 

ears 90 new mills in operation? ‘In my particular district,“ says Mr Horner 
“there have been 90 new mills brought into work within the last two years.“ But 
you will answer that they were built before—that they were begun before the present 
state of things commenced ; yet, if no profit was likely to be made, if they could only 
be worked at a loss, surely it would have been better to let them remain unoccupied 
than to have set them a in every direction, with the evidence before your eyes 
that they could only be worked at a loss. 

The greatest distress, he believed, was now in the cotton trade. The 
most prosperous period of that trade was from 1833 to 1836, both in- 
clusive ; yet in those years the importation of foreign corn did not 
average 140,000 quarters. True, they were years of cheap corn at 
home ; but then what became of the argument that foreign corn was 
necessary to manufacturing prosperity? Compare the . of 
cotton goods consumed at home in those cheap years with the con- 
sumption of the four dear years ending 1841. In the cheap years the 
home consumption had averaged 119,000, 000lb. of cotton goods; in 
the dear years it had averaged no less than 142,000,000. Still he 
knew there was much distress, and he 4 sym athised with the 
sufferers ; but he knew that in a country like this there must at times 
be partial distress, and this even at periods of the greatest commercial 
prosperity. Thus in 1836 manufactures were in a most prosperous 
state, and corn was cheaper than it had been for thirty years. 


Now, taking this year, 1836, what do we find to have been the condition of the 
handloom weavers at that time? The commissioners had stated, with regard to the 
condition of the weavers at that period, that the total number of handloom weavers 
amounted to not less than 840, that a very great proportion of that number were 
unable to obtain a sufficiency of food of the plainest and cheapest description—that 
they were clothed in rags, and were in consequence prevented from attending divine 
worship, and unable to send their children to the parish schools—that few of them had 
any furniture in their houses—that many families, having no bedding, were obliged to 
sleep on straw: but yet that most of them had full occupation—that their labour was 
excessive—that they worked sometimes not less than sixteen hours aday —and that, to 
support them under these fatigues, and to off the effects of their sorrows and 
distresees they very generally had recourse to ardent spirits, in the 1 of which 
they expended a considerable proportion of their small earnings. Now, I would have 
the House remember that that distress occurred among a very numerous class at a 
period when corn was cheaper than it had been ſor many years previously; and bear- 
ing that circumstance in mind, I would ask whether I am advancing anything very 
unreasonable when I express my belief that even when the price of corn may be very 
considerably reduced, yet that there may exist — a large proportion of the popu- 
lation a very severe, though happily a partial distress , 0 

He was therefore without expectation of being able, by any legisla- 
tion, to prevent distress in particular employments ; but his measure, 
he hoped, would produce these benefits—that sudden inundations of 
grain would be prevented, and that the supply would be rendered 
steadier. He believed this would be the case with respect to 
America. 


It is said that on account of the distance of the United States from this country, 
while we keep up a sliding scale, it is impossible for them to com with continental 
Europe in the corn trade to England. America is stated thus to be subjected to pecu- 
culiar and — disadvantages, and one hon. gentleman has proposed to remedy the 
evil by taking the averages for twelve weeks. The same proposal has been made to 
me by the greatest Liverpool merchant trading with the United States. The statement 
he made was this: —“ Let twelve weeks’ averages determine the duty, instead of six 
weeks’, and then I shall be enabled to bring corn from the United States with aknow- 
ledge of the first six weeks’ average. Is wait to ascertain the average of the first 
six weeks; I shall then take my measures. There will be no material change in the 
next six weeks, and in the course of that period I shall bring corn from the United 
States.“ This was the representation he made to me; but here is a statement of 
actual import from the United States. An order was sent to the United States by the 
steamer from Liverpool for 1,000 barrels of flour on the Ist of August. It was put on 
board the 1 on the 23d of August, and arrived in Liverpool on the 13th of 
September. This was an actual transaction: the order was sent by the steamer, and 
the cargo was brought in the ordinary way. 


Thus seven weeks was sufficient to complete the transaction. After 
some remarks in reply to Mr Macaulay’s speech, he concluded by re- 
panes that he had gone as far as ever he could in the measure now 

fore the House: and expressing his anxious hope that they would 
proceed to pass the bill with as much expedition as possible, consist- 
ently with due deliberation. 


Lord Joux RusskLL objected to Sir R. Peel’s demand for speedy 
legislation. The question was one for parliament to deliberate upon; 
they, and not the ministers, were to decide the question. Was the 
House to pass in a hurry a measure which ministers had taken so many 
months to consider? e manufacturers were bound to ponder it 
well; and the agriculturists, who had given way, would expect that 


it should be so well digested as to be permanent when once passed. 


The gallery was then cleared for a division, but 
and the debate was again adjourned. a 


Thursday, Feb. 24. 

The debate was resumed by Mr Jonnston, who contended that the 
manufacturers had been sacrificed to the landlords; that high wages 
paid to workmen were a proof of the prosperity of manufactures; and 
that the farmers might find 50s. a quarter for wheat a remunerati 
price. The world was full of people who were not half clothed, and the 
— of this country were not half fed. Why then should we not 
freely exchange goods for corn? 

Mr V. Stevart and Mr Ac tionsy supported the amendment; and 
Mr Heneace the government plan. 

Mr Horsman thought the corn laws unjust in principle; and was 
sorry the hon. member for Wolverhampton had em mo- 
tion by unnecessary and impolitic phraseology, that many who were 
with him in principle hesitated to vote with him. He thought Sir 
R. Peel’s plan would not settle anything; even a large body of its 
supporters did not approve of it. Much had been said of the evil of 
2 upon foreign countries for a supply of food. 

ut what, after all, is this danger of dependence, to apprehended ? Is it a greater 
evil than the dependence we now suffer? What says the committee of 18337 The 


right hon. gentleman the member for Dorchester was a member of that committee; 
and Mr Jacobs’s evidence on this head was so valuable and so startling, that it was 


extracted from the body of the evidence, and introduced into the report itself. Mr 


Jacobs, after speaking of the produce of this country in r years, is then asked 
of a scarce year this question :—“ Supposing the harvest of 1816 was to come over 
again, whence do you contemplate a supply?” He answered, We could not be 
supplied from all the world. If that harvest were to come over again, and the next 
harvest were deficient by one-tenth, we should have such a deficiency as all the 
world could not supply at any price.“ This, then, is your state of dependence and 
risk now, under your present narrow and injudicious system. But supposing we do 
become dependent on foreigners, what, after all, is the evil? We must be dependent 
on some one, and amid the vicissitudes of climate and seasons, of which the right 
hon. baronet told us, it is better to be dependent on the world at la than on one 
small island—better to depend on the — roducer, who sell us bread 
cheap, than on the home producer, who will only sell it dear. Talk to me of the evils 
of dependence ; the certain and inevitable evils which we daily and hourly experience 
from being at the mercy of our home monopolists outweigh a thousand times all 
the imaginary ones which sophistry or selfishness can conjure up to frighten 
us with. a 

And yet the whole defence of the corn law was now rested upon this 
one point, for the idea of protection to a particular class had been 

iven up. And to what disgraceful scenes had this narrow and self- 
ish polity led ? 

In 1837, under the operation of these laws, you had distressin the Highlands—a 
distress unprecedented—thousands perishing for wantof bread. At the very moment 
when representations of this distress were : Sere the ernment, some 
merchants in London, who had a quantity of wheat in bond, and who found its 
being kept in warehouse was an accumulating loss to them, asked permission of 
the government to take it out of bond and to destroy it. The permission was 14 
the wheat was sunk in the Thames under the inspection of the custom house officers, 
and that occurred at one end of the kingdom of which a portion of the subjects 
were starving at another. What a commentary is this upon your corn law! If it had 
not been for the care of our landlords to make these people independent of foreigners, 
this corn would have saved many a poor family from starvation. 

These facts exposed in a stronger light than any mere arguments the 
weakness of the principle upon which the corn laws are founded, and 
ought to teach the ng t hon. baronet that the longer he clung to it 
the more signal would be his defeat. 

Mr W. Cowper could not vote for the amendment, though far from 
approving of Sir R. Peel’s plan. 

ir R. Bateson defended the landlords, and Mr ProrHerogr sup- 
ported the amendment. . 

Sir Howarp Dovexas argued that, as he had been returned for 
Liverpool without opposition, therefore Liverpool was favourable to 
protective duties. e read extracts to prove that the system was 
acted upon by other nations, and contended that the abolition of it in 
this country would bring imperial Britain down from her high 
position. 

Mr CospEen complained that out of seven nights’ debate scarcely 
two hours had been given to the subject of the bread tax. 

e war in Syria, the bandying of compliments between par- 


one speaker on the other side of the house had yet grappl 
ow 


the question to be decided, and when he heard the right hon. nn ex- 
the 


structive and intuitive which had gi 
people is the voice of hat the effect of the measure would be upon 
therefore it was, that when that law was passed, that house was surroun by the 
multitudes of London, whom they were compelled to keep from their doors by the 
point of the bayonet. Yes, and no sooner was the law —＋ than there arose 
turbances and tumults everywhere, and in London bloods 

a coroner’s jury returned a verdict of wilful murder 
called out, and fired = = pee. The same hostility to the measure spread 
throughout the whole of the n of England ; so that then, from the year 1815 down 
to 1819, when the memorable meeting was held at Petersfield, in Manches 
never was a A ng; blic meetin g at which there were not borne banners 
with the words, No Corn Laws 


And this hostility was « greater at the present time; for the 
House must not su hat- because the Anti-corn-law league had 
sometimes got into collision’ with the chartists that therefore the work- 


ing men were favourable to the corn laws. The ignorance of 


House upon this subject was much greater than that of the labouring 


classes. 

Did they think that the fallacy of 1815, which he had heard put forth so boldly last 
week, that wages rose and fell with the price of bread, could now ail on the minds 
of working men, after the experience of the last three years? ad not the price of 
bread been higher during that time than for any three consecutive years for the last 
twenty years? And yet trade had suffered a 332 decline in every branch of in- 
dustry th in receding three years. Still there were hon. gentlemen on the 
other side house, with the reports of committees in existence and before them 
proving all this, prepared to support a bill, which in their ce—for he could not 
call it anything else they believed would keep up the price of labour. 


It was not true that the price of labour was lower in other countries 
than in England; he was to prove from documents emanat- 
ing from that House, that was cheaper here than on the con- 
tinent. 8 

But he would ask those who dissented, did they consider the 2 of the —— 

i hich the fair one, it would be proved all the labour 
Sacend eto ts — — in the world. The committee on machinery, last 


„ L 


i 


: 
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session but one, demonstrated that fact beyond all dispute. They reported that labour 
on the continent was actually dearer than in England in every — of industry. 

ers, manufacturers, machine-makers, all 2 that one Englishman on the con- 

t was worth three native workmen, whether in Germany, France, or Belgium. 
If they were not, would Englishmen be found in every large country on the continent? 
Let them go to yO pa perers place, from Calais to Vienna, and they would not visit 
any city with 10,000 inhabitants without finding Englishmen who were earning thrice 
2 wages the natives earned, and yet their employers declared that they were the 


denied that low wages proved the prosperity of the manufacturer, 
but the contrary ; and he told the House, that if we as a nation wished 
to lead the way in arts and manufactures, we must take care the peo- 

e are well fed. It was said that we were now with the corn law able 

compete with foreigners. 

That was true; but how? By taxing the bones and muscles of the people to double 
the amount of good supposed to be done to them by the corn laws. A double weight 
being put upon them, they were told to run a race with the labourers of Germany and 
France. They exulted in a people who could labour so; but he would ask, whose were 
the energies which belonged to the British people, their own property, or that of 
others k you that for giving them an opportunity merely to strive and struggle 
for an existence, you may take one-half of what they earn? Is that doing justice to 
the high mettled racer? You do not treat your horses so; you give them food at all 
events in proportion to their strength and their toil. But Englishmen, actually, 
are worse treated; tens of thousands of them were last winter worse off than your 


aa tapi Rad horses. 

| ey had been told that the object of the present measure was to 
fix the price ofcorn. But was that House a corn market? They did 
not doso with any other article. Could they carry out the principle 
by fixing the price of cotton or wool? (Sir R. Pert here said that it 


was impossible to fix the price of food by any Aga hon enactment. ) 


Then upon what are we now legislating ? I thank the right hon. baronet for that 
avowal. ill he oblige me still further by not trying to doit? But supposing he 
will try, all I ask of him is—and again I shall pause for a reply—will he try to legislate 
to ag the _ of cottons, woollens, silks, and such like _, There is no re- 
Tben we have come to this, that we are not legislating for the universal people. 
re is the simple, open avowal that we are met here to legislate for a class against the 


uring the last ten years most articles of commerce had fallen 30 

cent., and yet the tradesman was expected to exchange with the 
agriculturist for the produce of the land at the —s high price of 
corn. Was this fair? Was there to be anything done for the artisan? 
Was there to be a sliding scale for wages? 

He knew that he would be told that a resolution had been passed declaring that 
the scale of wage could not be kept up. He was well acquainted with the answer 
which the poor distressed hand-loom weavers got when they addressed the House and 
claimed its protection. They weretold that they had been studying political economy, 
and had entirely mistaken their position, and that their wages could not be main- 
tained up toa certain price. That was the answer which those poor men received. 
Why, he would ask, should a law be passed to kéep up the price of wheat, whilst you 
admitted that could not be also sustained to a certain price ? 


He denied that exclusive burdens were borne by the landed interest. 
If it were so, let them be pointed out. The only explanation of the 
assertion he had heard was that there existed a variety of opinions on 
the subject. For every one burden imposed * the land, he could 
show ten exemptions. He agreed that corn ought to be imported only 


when it was wanted. 

But he would ask the House and the government of the country who were to decide 
when the corn was wanted? Was it those who needed food and were s or 
those who fared sumptuously every day, and rolled in all the luxuries of life? hat 
right had the right hon. baronet to attempt to gauge the appetite of the people? It 
was an inordinate assumption of power to do so. Such a thing could not be tole- 
rated under the most monstrous system of despotism which the imagination of man 
had ever conceived. Did they sit there for the pu of deciding when the people 
of this country wanted food? What did the members of that House k »w of want? 
It was not for them to say when the starving people of this country « ht to have 
food doled out to them. They were the best judges upon that point. 


He then referred to various issions made by the advocates of 
this tax. Mr Inglis had said that one third of the people of Ireland 
were starving for want of the common necessaries of life. Sir E. 

tchbull had affirmed that the bread tax was necessary, to enable 

e landed interest to maintain their rank in society. The Times had 
observed that the corn laws were nothing but an extension of the pen- 
sion list. But the labouring classes would no longer submit to be 
heavily taxed while the other classes lived in opulence and splendour. 

Bad as trade now was, it would soon be much worse if this tax was not 

ed. He concluded by beseeching the House, if they found ex- 
clusive burdens rr upon the land, to remove thoge burdens, and 
not tax the bread of the people ; and he warned them to beware lest, 
if Oar we not disposed to ameliorate the condition of the people, 
oven t House should fall under the load of obloquy which would be 

eaped upon ij. 

FERRAND then spoke in a style which put the whole House in a 
state of commotion. e attacked personally nearly the whole of the 
speakers in favour of Mr Villiers’s motion, and indulged in very severe 
strictures on the whole body of manufacturers, but said nothing in 
reference to the subject under discussion. 

Mr BrorHerton and Mr Cospen rose to explain; after which Mr 
Hinpiex spoke in support of the amendment, but he was quite in- 
audible from the general impatience of the House. Mr Gri was in 
favour of a fixed duty, and Mr Fie.tpsn and General Jounson advocated 


total repeal. 


Mr Vi.urers then rose to reply; and, after censuring Mr Ferrand 
for his unseemly speech, contended that nothing new had been ad- 
vanced in the shape of argument against his motion. The people had 

right to repeal, and no d for protection had been made out. 
He could not — vagy : course by those on his side 4 he house 
who spoke against the corn laws, and yet were going to divide against 
him. The motion he had made was neither violent nor unreasonable, 
and he justified it by the course which had been pursued on other 
measures. He was willing to compensate classes who could prove in- 


, if his ition were adopted. 
Je —— — divided, and the numbers were 


For Mr Villiers’s resolution.............. 90 
, rss eo sé dae s te Vee vee 393 
Majority ....... D 303 
Friday, Feb. 26 
CORN LAWS. 


The House went into committee on the corn laws, and Mr CRRIS 
TOPHER rose to move an amendment. He the government 
scheme a decided improvement upon the t plan, and he was 
much averse to be considered an o the administration; but 
he t the protection afforded under the new scale of duties 
would fall short of what was sufficient, and therefore he felt bound 
to press. his am ent. Insupport of this view he went into vari- 

us s 1 details, to show that the inevitable consequence of so 


great a reduction of duty would be to throw the descriptions 
of soil out of cultivation. His proposition was, that the maximum 
duty should be 5s. higher than the maximum duty proposed by the 
government—namely, that at 50s., and under 618., the duty should be 
25s., gradually decreasing until, at 73s., the duty should be Is. 

After a pause, Mr F. T. Barina rose, and expressed his surprise 
that no member on the ministerial side rose to reply to the a 
they had just heard; and that none of the hon. member’s agric tural 
friends appeared to support him. He thought this a very proper 
time to call for some information as to the r 1 of the scale 
adopted by the government. Sir R. Peel had stated to the House 
that it was not their intention to make any alteration in the mode of 
taking the averages that would make any difference in the amount of 
protection. But what was the fact? 

The hon. member opposite had said that considerable alterations would be made 
in the — prices by the mode of taking the averages. He (Mr F. T. Baring) need 
not go any further after the speech of the hon. gentleman; he had the hon. gentle- 
man for a fair witness, although his interest might have made him an unwilling wit- 
ness. The hon. gentleman said 5s. was ex rated, but that there might be a dif- 
ference to the extent of 2s.; he admitted a difference of 2s., after having given great 
attention to the subject. 121 

He wished also to learn whether they had come to any decision 
respecting the duty to be imposed on flour imported from the United 
States into Canada. 

The right hon. gentleman the Vice-President of the Board of Trade had introdueed 
on an early day of the present session a bill for regulating the trade of the British 

ssessions; one of the right hon. gentleman’s resolutions preneees to lay a duty of 
gs. a quarter on corn imported into Canada. His noble friend near him (Lord J. Rus- 
sell), while approving of the bill in other respects, stated that he had a 24 
objection to this part of it; he entered a caveat as to assenting to the 3s. duty. 
question was subsequently put to the hon. gentleman on this subject, and the ans- 
wer, as far as he could understand it, was, that the proposed duty was now under the 
eonsideration of government, and that they had not decided whether they would persist 
in it or abandon it, but thatthe measure would be laid on the table of the house, to 
afford time for consideration. The House had a right to be informed of the decision 
to which government had come. 

If he had acted as the right hon. baronet had done in this matter, 
what an outcry would have been raised. Another matter upon which 
he sought information was the reason of the two rests in the scale. 
He (Mr F. T. Baring) should be glad to learn why the rate at which 
we proceeded between 51s. and 52s. was on a sudden suspended be- 
tween 52s. and 56s., and then again on a sudden we began to slide 
till we came down to from 66s. to 69s. In the scale 3 by Mr 
Canning, and stated by him to have been framed by Lord Liverpool, 
the sliding scale was followed up to this very point, from 65s. to 66s. 
There was something in this number which seemed inimical to the 
principle of a sliding scale, for the old bill struck at that point into 
what was called a jumping scale, which continued to the vanishing 
point. That feature was now abandoned, although at the time it was 
thought a great advantage, and supposed to be one of the chief 
beaties of the a 1 one a N of wisdom to set aside 
Mr Canning’s and Lord Liverpool's plan, and to substitute a jumping 
scale. But Mr Canning had had his revenge, for of all the absurdities 
of the sliding scale, that was now admitted to be the most flagrant. 
He was not going to oppose these rests, for he looked upon them as 
an admission that the pure and unmitigated sliding scale would not 
do. Then, again, he wished to know the nature of the calculations 
and statistical information by which the right hon. baronet had been 
guided in fixing the amount at which corn must be sold. Upon this 
point he entered into a great variety of details 38 the prices at 
which corn could be imported from the principal foreign markets, and 
stated the conclusion at which he arrived to be quite opposed to that 
of the right hon. baronet. 


Mr GuapstTone did not believe that any reduction would take place 
in the declared prices by the new mode of taking the averages; and to 
suppose that such reduction, if any, would amount to 2s. was an ab- 
surdity. 

N — A ulation of the new towns being 1,600,000, and the population of the 
old towns 4,000,000, it was obvious that the former bore to the latter the proportion of 
about 2 to 5. They had no means of proving the amount of n sold fn ose new 
towns, for no official returns were made for those markets; but he assumed that the 
quantities sold per head of the population was, on the whole, the same in the new as 
in the old towns. He was not aware of any cause materially to yary the quantities. 
How did this 4 The new towns being to the old ones as two to five in number, 
it followed, if the infusion of the new towns was to raise the aggregate average by 2s. 
per quarter, that in those new towns the average price of wheat would be lower by 7s. 
a quarter than in the old towns. Now, was there any man who could get up in his place 
and pretend that such would be the case? 

the estimate of Mr Labouchere were correct, viz., that the reduc- 
tion would be 5s. per quarter, the price of wheat in the new towns 
must be lower than in the old by about 12s. per quarter. With 
to the amount of duty on American flour, he gave, for the present, no 
opinion. As to the rests in the scale, they been pted as a 
means of preventing mischievous speculations. 

It was to induce parties, when corn was at a price indicating a critical state of the 
market, and showing a tendency to rise to a rate inconvenient to the consumer, to 
— Ree their corn, if they had hitherto held it back, and thus prevent the pressure 
which might otherwise ensue. The right hon. gentleman was sarcastic on the subject 
of these rests, and said that their introduction was equivalent to a fixed duty, and that 
the sliding scale was not produced by the government in a pure and u ed form. 
What an unfortunate — . of raillery for the right hon. gentleman, or any of the 
late coll e en ain teesn She cppasice aide of, the house. Had they not the 
oo gallantly defend so long e able? “DIA they not recline ubs ande ee 

y defended so as he was able not ect F 
confession that a fixed duty must be abandoned! ee ee * 


He then entered into details to prove that the government plan 
would have the effect of making the corn trade more regular, and en- 
able foreign grain to be permanently imported into this country at 
prices considerably lower than by the present system. 

Mr LanovcHeEre said that he had spoken on the authority of prac- 
tical men in estimating the probable reduction of the averages at 5s. 
Those averages would be affected under the new plan, not solely by 
the introduction of additional towns, but by the transfer of the 
business of making the returns from the corn inspectors to the officers 
of excise, and by the check which the new arrangements would im- 
pose upon speculation. The list of towns had been very hastily got 
up; one was named which had no existence, and another which had 
no corn market. 

Sir Jonx TrTRRELL should support Sir R. Peel’s plan, Mr Horsman 
charged Mr Christopher with inconsistency, and Mr Banxzs and Lord 
Worstey spoke in favour of the amendment. 

Mr Mils thought all true conservatives should su Sir R. Peel. 
He showed by details that the agriculturist had nothing to fear from 
the government scale of duties. | | 
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Mr T. Duncomux designated the whole proceedings of the evening 
as a contemptible farce. He indulged in some witticisms at the ex- 


e of Mr Christopher. 

The hon. gentleman said he was no pilot balloon, as he had been called by the great 
organ of the party opposite, the Times. Now the hon. ye om ought not to have 
been so a at r called a pilot balloon. He ought to have known that many 

t men had availed themselves of pilot balloons; he ought to have known that 
oliere availed himself of an old woman as his pilot balloon. He was in the habit of 
reading his comedies to his housekeeper, and he said he knew the impression they 
would make upon the public from that they made upon the old woman. She was his 
pilot balloon. Another 74 and very lively character —a distinguished clerical 
authority—a py ape! of St Paul's, the Rev. Sydney Smith, in some advice, he be- 
lieved, offered to the noble lord, the member for the city of London, but it would do 
equally well for the right hon. baronet (Sir R. Peel), said every great man ought to 
keep his foolometer. Far be it from him (Mr Duncombe) to say that the hon. member for 
Lincolnshire (Mr Christopher) was the foolometer of the right hon. baronet or that he 
had made the farmers of Lincolnshire his foolometers. He (Mr Duncombe) took it 
upon the hon. gentleman’s own authority, he was no foolometer. To be sure the hon. 
ntleman had a little balloon of his own, but it was entirely of his own inflation. It 

ne up, but how it was to descend seemed to be utterly unknown. 
He did not think Sir R. Peel was prevented by his party from going 


so far as he wished. He never expected anything better from him. 

He must say, that a more contemptible measure, or one less adequate to meet the 
exigencies of the case, never was submitted to parliament than the one proposed by 
the government on the subject of the corn laws. They had heard of the man who held 
a farthing candle to the sun. That man was a great statesman, and ought to have had 
a seat in the present cabinet; and next to him, the hon. member for North Lincoln- 
shire ought to become a member of that cabinet. 

The right hon. baronet had stated that in six weeks after an order 
was sent to America, the corn would arrive in this country. But this 
was not the footing upon which the American merchant wished to be 
placed. He wanted a certain market for the produce of his soil and 
to purchase our manufactures in return. This question with America 
was not likely to be well settled by the nobleman sent 5 the govern- 
ment. The only satisfactory settlement would be to hold out the 
hand of free trade. The eyes of the starving millions, and of the 
manufacturing capitalists, would be opened by the indifference of the 
House on the preceding night to the speech of Mr Cobden, and by the 
cheers which they had bestowed on Mr Ferrand’s violent charges 


inst the manufacturers. 

e way in which that speech had been received showed that the gentlemen on the 
ministerial side of the house—that the great ministerial majority, had declared open 
> War against the manufacturers, [loud cries of Hear,“ on the opposition side of the 
house, and “Oh!” “No, no,“ from the ministerial benches]. Ah, said the hon. 
member, it is too late for you to say No, no, no.“ I can only say the grosser the in- 
sult last night the louder were your cheers, the fouler the calumny the more raptur- 
ous was your applause (continued cheering from opposition members, and cries of 
Order.“ from the ministerial side of the house], and the intensity of the ministerial 
exultation was only equaled by the malignity of the libel laughter]. I say you showed 
- a feeling of exultation. I saw the right hon. baronet, Secre for the Home depart- 
ment, chuckle [loud laughter). I saw the portly sides of the Paymaster of the Forces 
shake (shouts of laughter] when the hon. member for Knaresboro read to the House 
those long and malignant communications. They might depend upon it that things 
could not last ‘OB, they were going on now. 

Mr A. S. O’Brien supported the ministerial plan. Lord Patmer- 
sro should op the measure because he thought it imposed too 
large a duty. r AGLionByY should oppose all duty. 

ir R. Peer said, that if by any union of porte Mr Christopher had 
succeeded in oa Fy motion, he could not have been a party to 


iving effect to it. ith respect to the averages, if he should find 
in error in any of the details he should feel no shame in cor- 
recting them. 


The committee then divided, and the numbers were— 


Per Gir E. Peers MROUOD ~~ os. ccc vveccc'woes 306 : 
r r 104 
D ⸗˙!“ 426eche hen tens 202 


The several items of Sir R. Peel’s scale were then agreed to, and 

progress was reported to the House. 
Monday, Feb. 28. 
CORN Laws. 

On the House going into committee, Mr Woprnovse contended for 
the continuance of the existing protection on barley. He wished to 
move that the government scale, as far as barley was concerned, should 
be done away with. At the suggestion of the Chairman, he moved 
that the t resolutions be reported. 

Sir R. Peet maintained that the part of the government measure 
which 2 barley bore a due proportion to that part which re- 
22 wheat. He had not expected so extreme an opposition, from 

e notice given by Mr Wodehouse. 

Mr C. Bruce, Colonel Rususrooxz, Lord Worstey, and Mr Curis- 
TOPHER, wished a larger duty to be put upon barley; and Mr Cnnisr- 
mas and Mr Suaw advoc the same for oats. 

Mr C. Butter ridiculed the country gentlemen for not venturing to 
bm 1 to their opinions lest they should find themselves in a 

Mr Woprkovsz withdrew his motion, and the question of oats was 
then di The government scale was by Mr O’Bauien, 
Mr Reprineron, Sir D. Rocug, Sir R. Bateson, Mr M. J. O’ Conne x1, 
Mr Gore, and others; and supported by Mr SraxIEr, Mr Giapstong, 
and Sir R. PEEL. The committee then divided, when the numbers 
were—for the proposed scale, 256 ; against it, 53; majority, 203. 

With respect to the proposed duties on meal and flour, Lord Sanpon 
moved an amendment to increase the amount of protective duty on 
foreign flour, as he considered that the proposed scale would work 
great disadvantage to the millers of the country. 

Sir Rosert Peet said, after giving the question the fullest conside- 
tation, he could not consent to the proposition. | 

After a few words from Mr LABOUCc HERR, who coincided in opinion 
with Sir R. Peel, the amendment of the noble Lord was negatived 
without a division. | 

Mr 8. O’Brien then moved that all colonial grain should be ad- 
mitted, duty free, for one year, or for some other period, to be limited 
by parliament. He urged the claims of our emigrating population 
upon the mother country, and expressed his opinion that the colonies 

ight to be represented in the British parliament. . 

rd Stan ey, although desirous to encourage the intercourse of 
the colonies with the mother country, could not consent to the pro- 
posal. Mr Grapstone also opposed the motion; and, on a division, 
the government resolution was carried by a majority of 136 to 38. 

e scales of duties on peas and beans were then to j and the 
resolution in reference to the alteration in the mode of taking the ave- 
rages, also received the assent of the committee; and the irn 
having reported progress, obtained leave to sit again. 


1 9 LORDS. 

n Thursday the Bishop of Exeter presented a petiti 

Crediton union, impugning the — 4 of the — — Xa 
sioners. In January 1840, two paupers, Lock and Bart. died in the 
workhouse, under circumstances, it was alleged, of gross neglect. Mr 
Tanner, a lawyer of the place, demanded an inquiry; and an inqui 
was instituted by the commissioners, under the presidency of the 
assistant-commissioner ; but it was said to be conducted in haste and 
secrecy. Mr Tanner published a statement of his story in Woolmer’s 
Exeter Gazette, and a criminal information was taken out against him. 
When the case came into the court of Queen’s Bench, it was stopped 
by his own counsel on a technical objection. A new inquiry was 
afterwards ordered by the commissioners; at which, however, Mr 
Tanner, who meant to conduct the case as prosecutor in the investiga- 
tion, was summoned as a witness. The petition prayed for inquiry by 
the House. Lord WHarncuirre said, that the persons who had died 
were idiots, and their discomfort arose from their own imbecility. 
There was no appearance that they had not been made as comfortable 
as circumstances admitted. Mr Tanner, who seemed to be actuated by 
a love of notoriety, rejected the opportunity of investigation in a court 
of law, by suffering a technical objection to be raised by his own coun- 
sel. The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


On Monday night Lord Brovexam introduced his measure for the 
establishment of local county courts, to which the trial of all personal 
actions in which the damages sought to be recovered did not exceed 
£50 should be confided ; the judges to be appointed under the proposed 
bill would also have a voluntary jurisdiction in actions to any amount, 
if the parties should signify their consent in writing to abide by their 
decision. The Lord CHANCELLOR announced his intention of laying 
before the House in the course of a few days, a bill with the same ob- 
ject as that which Lord Brougham had introduced. Including that 
brought in by Lord Cottenham, therefore, there would then be three. 
bills upon the subject at once before their lordships. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
Wednesday, March 2, 1842. 


Two motions, both of which were afterwards withdrawn, occupied 
the attention of the House of Commons last night. 

The first was that of Mr T. Duncomsgz, who moved for a committee 
to report on the regulation and discipline of prisons, and upon the 
expediency of abolishing corporal punishment. Hee upon the 
existence of abuses in various prisons, and complained of the 
want of a uniform system, as to the diet and labour of the prisoners; 
also of the neglect of sufficient visitation, and the uncertainty of the 
gions attendance. He drew a vivid picture of the demoralisation 


produced by the practice of flogging. Sir James GRAHAM 5 
the motion. He was persuaded that the notoriety obtained through 
the visits and reports of magistrates and prison inspectors, was a suff- 
cient check upon the n of prisons. The Home de- 
partment, through the agency of the inspectors, was proceeding to 
effect a greater uniformity in labour and diet. The number of cor- 
poral punishments was much smaller than seemed to be supposed. In 
1840 it was one in 10,000 only, on male adults. Mr Wax.ey sup- 
— the motion, and Mr wes, Lord Manon, Lord J. RussxLL, 
GovuLBURN, and others op it, and it was.then withdrawn. 

Mr Vrenon Smits then called the attention of the House to the 

Hill Coolies question, and concluded by moving for the instructions 

iven by the India board to Lord Ellenborough on the subject. Lord 

TANLEY declared his belief that no instructions had been given to 
Lord Ellenborough. He said the r- ministry were about to ap- 
point agents in the East Indies and in the Mauritius to see the labour- 
ers fairly treated in their shipment from India, and secured in a perfect 
freedom for their contracts at the Mauritius. Government were also 
about to establish other safeguards. Mr Hawes and Mr Hod doubted 
the sufficiency of these safeguards. Mr Surr afterwards withdrew 
his motions. : 

In the House of Lords last night, Lord Campsg.. introduced three 
measures for improving the administration of justice: viz., to improve 
the constitution of the House as a court of appeal—to alter the pre- 
sent system of peers to the 11 committee of the privy council 


and to reform the practice of the court of ge speeches 
from the Lord CHAN CRLLOR, Lord Cotrennam, and Lord BROVOHAN, 
the bills were laid on the table. 


A very large meeting was held at Bolton on Monday, which was 
comprised of both the middle and working classes. The resolutions 
were unanimously, and embraced the abolition of monopolies, 
and the adoption of the principle of complete suffrage. 


We give in another part of the paperthe result of the first four days 
poll on the church-rate contest now going on at Birmingham. Our 
correspondent writes us that when the poll closed last night the num- 
bers were, for the rate, 65; against it, 2,652. 

Last night a most alarming fire broke out in the premises of Mr G. 
— 2 inter and stereotype founder, Tudor street, Blackfriars. 
In a very short space of time it made rapid progress, and the inhabi- 
tants of the vicinity were aroused from their by the intense 
reflection of the flames. A supply of water having after considerable 
delay been obtained, the several firemen exerted themselve in an extra- 
ordinary manner ; but for along period without causing any visible dimi- 
nution to the ravages of the destructive element. The whole of Mr Da- 
vidson's premises were a mass of flames, and flakes of melted lead flew 
about in all directions on the firemen, subjecting them to serious incon- 
venience. The ponderous printing presses soon fell from the upper 
story to the ground, and before twelve o’clock not a beam of the 1 
of premises occupied as the printing office was left standing. e 
whole of Mr Priest's warehouses and upper floors were also completely 
destroyed. At the expiration of one hour and a half the flames gave 
evidence of having nearly exhausted themselves, and renewed efforts 
being made, all danger of the damage extending beyond the premises 
enumerated was at an end. 


CORN MARKET. MAxk Lanz, Tus Day. . 
The supply of English wheat is very small; of foreign about —— 
quarters e arrived. There is no alteration in price since Monday, 


but the market is as dull as possible. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

John Steill.” We wish we could find room for his valuable letter—but 
whilst parliament is sitting we fear it will be impossible. 

James Humphrys ”’ received. 

„Samuel Cobham.” We shall be sorry to offend any friend of complete 
— If, however, our declining to publish every letter which may 
be addressed to us on the subject will expose us to offence, we cannot 
help ourselves. Had our correspondent read all our articles, he would 
have seen that we have hinted at a far simpler and less expensive 
method than his. The objection to complete suffrage on the ground of 
expense, we have never yet seen or heard of, except in his letter. 

„John Bontems.“ We will transmit his letter to the Birmingham com- 


mittee. 
„S. M.“ King's Opium Crisis—or Thelwall’s Opium War. 
„ Jno. Jenkins, A. M.,“ would do well to communicate with the Birmingham 


Complete Suffrage association, 3 

A Constant Reader, Stock.” By complying with his suggestion we should 
become liable for advertisement duty. We are not the publishers of 
the works we notice. 

„An Anti-monopolist”’ declined with regret for want of room. 

„An Old Noncon.” should write to the publishers. 

One of the League,“ next week. 

The correspondence from Hereford we must decline for want of space. 

„W. Kenway,” under consideration. 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 
* lines 7 1 For — lines . 7 0 For 24 lines . . 9 0 


bees ee 7 6 3 e.. 8 
. . 6 0 20 8 0 . . 26260 10 0 
164 .. . 6 6 222 8 6 Every additional 2 lines, 6d. 


% Advertisements from the country should be accompanied by a post 
office order, or reference for payment in London. — 


The Nonconkormist. 


LONDON: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 1842. 


SUMMARY. 


THE House of Commons is proceeding most satisfactorily to 
ttself and to its titled patrons with the disposal of the corn-law 
business. The party who profit by exacting from the whole country 
an exorbitant price for food is not troubled with nice scruples. 
The guinea before its eye shuts out from it an immense range of 
vision. Its parliamentary power is strong—the division lists tell 
mightily in its favour—petitions may be safely despised—and a 
starving, because unemployed, population must content themselves, 
as they can, with conservative a a se upon patience and peace. 
So, whilst without the house a force is rapidly mustering which 
will, at no distant period hence, sweep away, not merely the handi- 
work of these legislators, but the machinery itself, which they now 
employ, within it, matters are progressing as quietly and as uncon- 
cernedly as though we were in the enjoyment of profound domestic 
tranquillity. Jokes and laughter enliven the Leon of the first 
deliberative assembly in the world, and gross personalities which 
an assembly of — men would deem infra dig., are relished 
by our country squires with a keenness of taste which excites suspi- 
cion, that to wit which flies higher than a profane oath, or a mere 
animal jest of the coarsest kind, their home habits have rendered 
them entire strangers. 

The debate on Mr Villiers’s motion for a repeal of taxes upon food, 
the further adjournment of which on Tuesday night we noted in the 
postcript of our last number, was not brought to a close until Thurs- 
day night, or rather Friday morning. Sir R. Peel made an effort to 
cut it short on Wednesday, but was defeated by Lord John Russell. 
The speeches offered nothing remarkable, and very little that was 
readable until just upon the close of the discussion. Mr Cobden 
then delivered a powerful speech, which, had he resisted the tempta- 
tion thrown in his way by the ambiguous motion of the whigs, 
would have produced, we apprehend, a more powerful effect both 
upon the House and the country. It was indeed a sore thrust at 
the landed interest, but awakened none of that indignation and 
alarm which it would have done, if uttered by one known to possess 
the ere confidence of the people. As it was, it only provoked 
the effusion of Mr Ferrand’s malignity, whose most daring ambi- 
tion it appears to be, to become the squirt of the conservative 
party—to suck up and force out every foul thought and dirty suspi- 
cion, which the gentlemen of the faction deem it a degradation to 
themselves to express. The division showed a somewhat larger 
minority than we had anticipated. The numbers were, for Mr 
Villiers's motion 90—against it 393—majority 303. 

On Friday evening Mr Christopher, whom the Times designated 
some time since as the premier’s “ pilot balloon,” rose as soon as 
the House had resolved itself into a committee on the corn laws, 
and propceed his motion for more protection. It was to this effect 
that at 50s. and under 51s. the duty should be 25s., gradually de- 
2 until at 738. the duty should be 16. Mr T. Duncombe 
most characteristically descri the whole affair as a moonshine 
motion.” Mr Christopher, evidently alarmed lest a union between 
the extreme parties of the House should embarrass the government, 
to serve which was, doubtless, Mr Christopher’s intent in moving 
his amendment upon the new sliding scale, generously “ turned his 
back upon himself,” and being prevented from withdrawing his 
resolution, declared his determination not to be found in the 
division list as its supporter. The House at the division consisted 
of 410 members, of which 104 divided against Sir R. Peel. 

On Monday evening the House again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee on the corn laws, when the promised amendments severally 
affecting barley, oats, flour, and the importation of corn into Canada, 
were bent and disposed of. The overwhelming majorities ob- 
tained by ministers in every case in which an amendment has been 
pressed to a division, will probably shorten the remainder of the 


discussion, and give the premier’s bill free progress. Be it so! 
As the thing is to pass into law, the sooner it is out of the way the 
better. 

The suffrage movement is spreading on every hand. To the re- 
port presented to a large meeting of its friends, held on Friday last, 
at Birmingham, we must refer our readers for more specific infor- 
mation. e substance of it will be found in another column. Our 
own letters confirm our most sanguine anticipations—in truth, out- 
run them. The seed is springing up in every quarter; the question 
spite of the miserable statistics of the Leeds Mercury, as well as 
the mere declamatory howl of an ex-anti-corn-law lecturer, whose 
occupation will be, ere long, gone, and who now exhibits at one 
and the same time his anger and his impotency in a new periodical 
styled the Free 7'rader—will become a national one, and all classes 
of honest reformers will soon swell its ranks. We understand that 
the Provisional Committee of the Birmingham Complete Suffrage 
association, have determined to recommend the holding of simulta- 
neous meetings, on Easter Monday, the 28th inst., of such, whether 
electors or non-electors, as have signed the memorial to the Queen, 
or the declaration in favour of complete suffrage, for the purpose of 
appointing delegates to meet at Birmingham from every part of the 

nited Kingdom. 

We rejoice that Birmingham has been fixed upon as the site of 
the proposed conference. Its movements will in consequence be 
more free, less liable to be swamped by trading politicians, and if 
carefully reported, more influential, than if held in the metropolis. 
It will also prove a great saving of expense, inasmuch as the Pro- 
visional Committee have engaged to secure the personal accommo- 
dation of delegates coming from a distance of 100 miles, free of 
cost. The committee, we learn, will charge themselves with all pre- 
liminary arrangements ; and so soon as they shall have definitely 
fixed them, will issue a circular to announce what they are, and to 
suggest topics which the delegates, when assembled, would do well 
to consider. We content ourselves, this week, with announcing the 
fact—comment upon it we reserve for future numbers. Meanwhile, 
we cannot but direct the notice of our readers to some resolutions 
submitted to a meeting at Markinch, Scotland, as presenting the 
best platform we have yet seen, upon which to construct “ complete 
suffrage associations.” 

News from the East have arrived—success still attends our o 
rations in China, and disaster surrounds our countrymen in Aff- 
ghanistan. In both cases vast expenses are being incurred—in 
neither can we console ourselves in a consciousness of the justice of 
our cause. 


THE “LEEDS MERCURY” AND THE SUFFRAGE. 


In the Leeds Mercury of the 19th ult., we meet with a 
which demands specific notice. It is this :—* It is useless to tell our 
town populations that universal suffrage would strengthen the 
ranks of the agriculturists five times as much as it would their's.“ 
This assertion, we presume, is founded upon the statistical calcula- 
tions of the relative proportions of the population of the United 
Kingdom dependent upon agriculture and manufactures. So many 
men are employed in the cultivation of the soil—so many in the 
manufacture of goods. Put the franchise into the hands of every 
male adult, and no chance remains of abolishing the corn laws. It 
becomes the interest of the manufacturer, consequently, to resist 
an extension of the suffrage, and to demand and secure it would 
be the wisest resort to which the agriculturists can betake them- 
selves. The controversy between the two great interests of the 
country respects the abolition of the corn laws. The manufactu- 
rers, finding themselves too weak under the present electoral system 
to cope with the landlords, are beginning to seek a full, free, and 
fair representation of the people. The Leeds Mercury warns them 
that the means they seem inclined to adopt will ruin their own 
cause, and confirm the very restrictions they are aiming to throw 
off. The matter is worth examination. 

A word or two of preliminary remark. 

If complete — would, in point of fact, throw five times 
more power into the hands of the landlords than into that of the 
advocates of free trade, it strikes us as a somewhat singular phe- 
nomenon that no one appears to believe it but the Leeds Mercury. 
The proprietors of the soil have usually received credit for a keen 
sagacity in t to their own interests, and they have not been 
considered backward in availing themselves of any legislative ex- 

dient by which their position might be ultimately strengthened. 

y a complete extension of the suffrage none can deny that they 
could win unprecedented popularity; and if by the same means 
they could secure a vast accession of political power, such an ac- 
cession as would enable them to set the manufacturers at defiance, 
it is not a little wonderful that, to a man, they should resist it as 
they would death. They can hardly understand the secret of their 
own strength. They have not much faith, we apprehend, in the 
calculations of the Mercury. They know they can manage £50 
tenants atwill—they are by no means sure that farm labourers 
would prove equally tractable. In vain does the Mercury call to 
their remembrance the vast preponderance of our agricultural 
pulation. They have long been aware of, and gloried in, the Kot 
but between that fact and the conclusion that therefore complete 
suffrage would augment their power, there is a wide gulf which 
their unpractised faith cannot yet overleap. May the columns of 
our contemporary inspire them with confidence, and who knows 
whether the ery may not be raised, The Duke of Buckingham 
and universal su for ever!“ 

We must crave indulgence ſor another preliminary observation. 
If the argument of the Mercury be true, then it follows, either that 
the great bulk of our population would prefer to retain the corn 
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laws, or that, whatever public opinion might be, the proprietors of 
land, by means of intimidation and bribery, would have a more 
28 influence over large constituencies than over small ones. 
f the former inference be the correct one, then the House of 
Commons does truly represent the country—the landlords are in- 
terpreting correctly the voice of the people—in resisting the de- 
mands of the free traders, they legitimately employ their constitu- 
tional power. They do right, they act virtuously, in refusing to 
move until the agricultural population will move with them. 
Will the Mercury assent to that? If, onthe contrary, the last in- 
ference be the true one, why then, the Mercury has employed no 
argument against complete suffrage, but a very powerful one for 
the protection of the ballot. 

One more remark in limine and we will proceed. Is it right 
that the people of these realms should be fully represented, or is 
itnot? Ifit be not right and equitable in itself, the fairest and 
most manly course to take,is to say so at once, and proceed to 
pone that position by sound argument. If it be, the present 
opinion of the people on this question or that, is no proper ele- 
ment of consideration. If the franchise of right a in justice 
belong to the people, it is a beggarly expediency which will with- 
hold it from them until they are pleased to think as we think. 
Had the House of Peers, during the contest for the Reform bill, 

rounded their rejection of that measure upon their belief that 
it would augment the influence of “the liberal interest,” would the 
Mercury have allowed the validity of the plea? Has the political 
kingdom no moral law? Is that right in all cases, which pro- 
mises us a — triumph? And is it consistent with the 
dignity of truth, so to hold our principles, as to avow and act 
upon them only when we can calculate that we shall be gainers 
by so doing? This low, miserable, whig doctrine has sapped 
political virtue, and turned statesmen into a set of chance calcula- 
tors, whose whole wisdom consists in the solution of the question, 
„What shall we get by it?“ 

Under this protest, and with these preliminary remarks, we 
proceed to meet the Mercury on his own ground—that of expedi- 
ency. The problem to be solved may be thus stated:—* Will the 
present electoral gS or complete suffrage, prove the most effi- 
cient instrumentality for overthrowing the power of the landed 
interest, and establishing the principles of free trade?” We shall 
concede for the sake of argument the following positions :—that the 
proportion of our population dependent upon the cultivation of the 
soil, is much larger than that dependent upon manufactures— 
that the former and more numerous class are much less informed 
upon the merits of the question at issue, than are the latter 
that during the continuance of their ignorance and indifference, 
their vis inertie will tell in favour of the landowners. Thus much 
we are willing to grant—and granting thus much, we undertake to 
show, that complete suffrage offers the shortest cut to the repeal 
of the corn laws. 

The present electoral machinery has been found to work as 
favourably as men can wish, for the dominant class. Are we 
likely by means of it to compass free trade? What are its capa- 
bilities in this direction? What prospects of hope can we discern 
through the medium of it? 

The counties are in the hands of the landowners exclusively, and 
by far the majority of the small agricultural boroughs. Under the 
influence of no excitement, short of that which carried the reform 
bill, can the power of the ruling class over these limited constitu- 
encies be defeated. We have no right, consequently, to calculate 
upon displacing the present majority, or materially diminishing 
its numbers, by the means of constituencies so completely in their 
power, until public opinion in favour of repeal has become so 
universal as to prove irresistible. Agitation in manufacturing dis- 
tricts, failing as it does to e with it the working men, — be 
safely set at nought by the legislature on a question on which, 
according to the Mercury, the bulk of the population side with the 
aristocracy. The middle classes immensely over-rate theirgstrength 
if they imagine, that with the labouring class in our towns stand- 
ing aloof from them, and those dependent on agriculture opposed 
to them, they can succeed in wringing from the proprietors of the 
soil those laws by which their incomes are enhanced. Look at the 
minority on Mr Villiers’s motion. How is that to be converted into 
a majority? What length of agitation will suffice to do it? 
What expense of time, money, and labour? By what tactics can 
we reach the ruling power, on this question, through the present 
extremely imperfect system of representation? If we are shut up 
to a £10 constituency, with a rancorous division destroying . the 
energies of the middle and labouring classes—why then, farewell 
all hopes of repeal—we must even submit to what we have no 
power on earth to alter. 

Thus far we had written, intending to reserve until next week 
the arguments, satisfactory to our own minds, which prove complete 


su to be the most efficient instrumentality for abolishing the 
corn laws, when the Leeds Mercury of last Saturday reached us. 


Although we find an elaborate article on this question, we are not 
disposed, neither indeed do we deem it necessary, to alter our de- 
sign. The statistics of the Mercury are beneath contempt—a 
looser array of figures, a more “ beggarly account of empty boxes,” 
we never yet saw. The calculations proceed upon data not only 
arbitrary, but demonstrably untrue—they leave out of sight the 
large number of manufacturing villages, and find repealers nowhere 
but in towns—they tell more directly against the abolition of the 
corn laws than against the extension of the suffrage—and employed, 
which they might have been with equal justice, twelve years since, 
they would have proved the utter impossibility of obtaining that 
reform which, in 1832, was yielded. 
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WE intimated in our summary that, towards t 
debate on Mr Villiers’s motion, Mr Busfeild n 
self, and the conservative members of the House of Commons, b 
the utterance of a strain of coarse invective against manufacturin 
cupidity and oppression. Our readers will learn, from the speech of 
Mr Duncombe, that Mr Ferrand’s attack upon free-traders, unpar- 
liamentary and virulent as it was, was regarded with exultation b 
the government and its majority. The incident offers us ground 
for a word or two of quiet remark, and we avail ourselves of it in 
no unkind spirit, and, as far as we are conscious of our own mo- 
tives, without any sinister end in view. 

Stripping Mr Ferrand’s speech of its rags and dirt, there will yet 
remain for the consideration of all parties, and especially of the ma- 
nufacturers, some grave and wholesome truth. In the period of 
their prosperity, the master manufacturers of this country were, not 
so much from unkindness as from inconsideration, disposed to treat 
their men much as they did their mechanical machinery. 

Individual exceptions we are not inclined to deny. Amongst the 
many who were extracting from the labour of others vast riches, 
there were doubtless some who humanely regarded the comfort 
and well-being of those by whose incessant toil themselves were 
raised to affluence. That in those * days, however, the work- 
ing men were little cared for, hardly borne upon, and grievously 
oppressed, there is but too abundant evidence to prove. Hence, in 

eat measure, has arisen the alienation of class from class, and 

ence the designs of leading anti-corn-law repealers have been 
viewed with suspicion. A love of justice shows itself first at home, 
and no zeal for public equity can compensate for an infraction of 
its precepts within the sphere of our social connexions. It is right 
to learn, even from an enemy; and however bitter the truths ad- 
ministered by Mr Ferrand, we trust the manufacturers will display 
sufficient magnanimity “to mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them.” 

The irrelevancy of these truths to the matter in debate must be 
sufficiently obvious to the veriest tyro in politics. Were it admitted 
that gross oppression 2 the conduct of the manufac- 
turers to their working men, that would constitute no ground for 
increasing the privations of these men, and embarrassing all our 
commercial dealings by a tax upon the necessaries of life. Nor 
can the great agriculturists by any means plead exemption from 
the Revel, one Pe sore awe towards their labourers, which they are 
so ready to charge upon their opponents. 

The scantiest wages—the hardest and most insufficient fare—the 
coarsest clothing, and harassing oppressions, make but the common 
lot of our toiling a If the nature of their occupation, 
calling them out into the fresh air and the light of day, tend in 
some measure to render their burdens somewhat more tolerable, no 
thanks to the landlords. They have manifested, from time imme- 
morial, the most reckless indifference to the welfare of the labourers. 
They have kept them in the profoundest ignorance—on all hands 
they have discouraged education—they have greedily seized the 
common patrimony of the poor, and disposed of it by their en- 
closure acts—they have surrounded them by the mesh-work of 
their tyrannical game laws—they have first debased them, then 
broken their spirit, and they have rendered our whole agricultural 
population, for ignorance, for brutality, for crime and misery, a 
reproach to England in the nineteenth century. 

The mode in which Mr Ferrand’s effusions were received—the 
vociferations with which they were cheered—the unconcealed 
glee with which they were listened to, taken in conjunction 
with the determination of the House to carry the premier’s plan 
with a high hand, will go far, we should imagine, to open the eyes 
of sincere free traders to the uselessness of persisting in their present 
system of tactics. They may now see the true temper of the agri- 
cultural interest. From the virulence, as well as from the num- 
bers of their opponents, they may calculate the force which they 
have to overcome. We ask them to re-consider their position and 
recast their prospects. We implore them to count the costs of at- 
tempting to force corn law repeal by simple repeal agitation. Or 
looking at the matter in the light ofits own merits, apart from any 
connection with this cause or with that, we respectfully demand of 
them whether the government of this great nation, involving as it 
does interests so various, so complicated, and of such tremendous 
magnitude, ought to be confided longer to an assembly com- 
posed of such men as now constitute the House of Commons, and 
whether the working men of this empire could possibly select a 
house more inimical to the well-being of Great Britain. 

If there be a shadow of truth in the cha preferred against the 
manufacturers by Mr Busfeild Ferrand, if there be any reason in the 
remarks we have made upon them, we cannot but think that a 
strong and almost irresistible argument is produced to prevail upon 
the free traders to lose no time in making common cause with our 
working men. Thus will they best compensate for past negligence 
and errors; thus will they most surely obliterate the unhappy effects 
which have therefrom resulted; thus will they most nobly avenge 
themselves of the insults and the contumely which the dominant 

arty have heaped upon 2 and thus will they put themselves 
into the best position for establishing the principles of commercial 
freedom which they justly hold to be identified with the prosperity 
and progress of their country. 


HECTOR OUT-HECTORED. 

THE daily papers have contained, during the past week, extracts 
from a letter addressed to Joseph Sturge, Esq., detailing an ac- 
count of the despotic proceedings of one Hector Mitchell, mayor of 
Kingston, Jamaica, — two or three lives have been lost, 


* 
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and several persons wounded, to gratify the tyrannical propensities 
of the insolence of power. 

‘he circumstances are detailed in another column. 

t would appear that the negroes, from time immemorial, have 
been accustomed to relieve themselves from the hardships of bond- 
“ge by Christmas festivities, the low character of which was some- 

t assimilated to the degraded position held not long since by 

black population of the island. Emancipation has elevated 
tastes of those who once were slaves, and the coarse festivities 
uestion were fast hastening to decay. In 1840, Mr Hector 
itehell took upon himself, without deigning to consult his brother 
magistrates, to hinder the observance of this ancient custom. Ex- 
citement was created, the public peace threatened, and conse- 
quently Mr Mitchell’s orders were canceled by his colleagues in 
office. Disappointed in his attempts, he was not prepared to sub- 
mit to defeat. His brother magistrates were prosecuted for coun- 
tenancing the violation of the law, The case eame on before a 
judge rejoicing in the name of M’Dougal, and Hector Mitchell sat 
eside his friend, doubtless to prompt him to the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty. The man was known to be an intimate of the 
magistrate. 


‘‘ Hectoris hic magni fuerat comes. Hectora circum 
Et lituo pugnas, insignis obibat et hasta.“ 

The consequence might be easily foreseen. The prisoners were 
convicted and sentence passed upon them, with every accompani- 
ment of brutal insult. This triumph appeared to inspirit the Maver 
of Kingston, and he resolved to put a stop, at Christmas, 1841, to 
the negro festivities. To this end he issued a laconic edict, and to 
enforce his authority collected the police from the surroundin 
neighbourhood—mounted them, and armed them with pistols — 
ball A collision ensued. The riot act was read to people wholly 


orant of its purport; and, by order of their officer, the military 


with deadly effect. 
e case is now under poy by government, and we sup- 


this magisterial ruffian will he punished by the loss of his 


bfficial authority. 
The insolence of office, to whatever extremities it may proceed 
in the indulgence of — K is always treated with leniency 
75 our aristocratic rulers. e loss of a single life, resulting from 
e * of a people to be free, is deplored by aristocrats as 
especially calamitous, and can only be atoned for by hanging in 
chains five or six of the ringleaders. Happy effects of class govern- 
ment! We wonder what will be done with Mr Hector Mitchell. 


The court still remains at Brighton. On Monday her Majesty and 
Prince Albert visited Portsmouth and Spithead, and returned to 
Brighton yesterday. 

The Speaker held his first levee, on the 26th February; the second 
is to take place next Saturday, and the third and last for the session 
on Saturday, March 12th. 

On Saturday evening the Premier gave his second parliamentary 
dinner this session, at his private residence in White gardens. 
The t honourable baronet having been summoned by the Queen 
to Brighton, the Chancellor of the Exchequer presided in his absence. 


LIST OF THE MINORITY 
of 90 who voted in favour of Mr Villiers’s motion for the total and im- 
mediate repeal of the corn laws. On Thursday, Feb. 24, 1842. 


nby, H. A. Ellis, W. Stuart, W. V. 
worth, P. K H. Strickland, Sir G. 


Wawn, J, I. 
Wilde, Sir T. 


Plumridge, Captain 
Horsman, E. Protheroe, gE 
Humphery, Mr Ald. Ricardo, J. L. 


Rundle, J. Yorke, H. R. 


Johnson, General 
Johnston, A. Scholefield, J. 
n, W. G. Smith, B. TELLERS. 
nt, Sir G. de H.Somers, J. P. Villiers, Mr 
I et, J. . Stansfield, W. R. C. Cobden, Mr 


D. Majoribanks, S. Stewart, P. M. 
Bir J. Marshall, W. Stuart, Lord J. 
ighteen liberals paired in favour of Mr Villiers’s motion: — Hon. 
J. Westenra, Hon. Colonel Butler, Hon. Colonel Sombre, Sir H. 
Fleetwood, Lord Clements, J. Heathcote, R. M. O’Ferrall, E. Ellice, 
Major Vivian, D. Browne, Lord Seymour, L. White, Colonel White, 
Lord Listowel, Mr O’Connell, Lord Leveson, D. R. Pigot, Lord Shel- 


urne. 
There were 108 liberal absentees. 


GENERAL POLITICS. 
FOREIGN. 


FRANCE. 

The news from France very little interest. The journals 
are much taken up with the treaty for the suppression of the slave 
trade. They contend that England has been much lowered in her 
dignity by the adroitness of the French government in repudiating a 


to which she was a party. The National asserts, however, that 
E. Guizot was resolved on ratifying the treaty when freed from the 


control of the present Chamber, with which object, at his request, the 
protocol had been left open. 


PORTUGAL. 
Lisbon news to the 21st ult. was brought by the Braganza steamer. 
Everything was quiet again in the capital, and the country appears to 
have everywhere acquiesced in the change from the constitution to the 


charter. The ministry was not definitively arranged. The Duke of 
Terceira, it was said, would remain with his present colleagues 
(Moresinho and Loureiro), Senhor Figuerias would join them as mi- 
nister of justice, and Count Lavradio was spoken of as minister for 
foreign affairs, Costa Cabral being excluded. The Pope’s Nuncio was 
about to be presented to the Queen. The Duke of Palmella had been 
appointed to negociate with his excellency, and some material conces- 
sions had been made, M. Capuccini giving up any claim as to the res- 
toration of convent property. What was done as to the establishment 
of the ecclesiastical court does not appear. The Queen was expected 
to be confined in a few weeks, and prayers were put up in the churches 
for her safe delivery. Lisbon had been full of rejoicing for the restora- 
tion of the charter. It was observed that Lord Howard and Baron 
Mareschal refrained from attendance at the levee, which was attended 
by all the other foreign ministers. 


AMERICA. 

The Philadelphia packet ship Monongahela arrived at Liverpool on 
Friday. She brings papers to the 2d of February. The run upon the 
banks had subsided on the 2d, and all the banks of the city had the 
usual quiet business on that day. Governor Porter was busy making 
arrangements for the payment of the interest on the state debt, which 
had been interrupted by the stoppage of the bank of Pennsylvania, but 
which, it was hoped, would be completed in a few days. 

The George Washington, which sailed from New York on the 8th, 
arrived at 2 on Saturday. In the Senate, on the 4th ult., 
Mr Calhoun made a proposition to refer to the committee on forei 
relations the message of the President on the mutiny and murder oe 
the slaves on board the Creole, and the liberation of those slaves b 
the British authorities in Nassau, New Providence. He consider 
that prompt action on this subject was nec » as it involved im- 
portant principles, paramount to any of those which are now the sub- 
e of 5 3 between the United States government and Great 

ritain. Preston made some remarks, concurring with Mr Cal- 
houn, on the importance of the principles involved in the question, 
but disagreeing as to any action of congress in anticipation of the 
executive. The message was referred to the committee on foreign 
relations. The House of Representatives had been almost wholly en- 
grossed by the debates arising out of the motion for a vote of censure 
on Mr John Quincy Adams, for having presented an objectionable 
petition to the House. Mr Adams was defending himself vigorously 
and ably. He was in possession of “the floor“ at the date of the 
latest accounts from Washington. 

The New York money market was in a quiet state. Though not 
plentiful, money was not scarce. The transactions in stocks had been 
to a considerable extent, and some descriptions had improved in 
price. 


CHINA AND INDIA. 

The following intelligence was received on Saturday by extraordi- 
nary express from Paris. It isa telegraphic despatch, which reached 
the French government on Friday morning :— 

„ Marseilles, Feb. 23, 1842. 

The Gorgon steamer arrived last night from Alexandria, with the 
India mails, brought to Suez by a commercial steamer, which left 
Calcutta, January 9. Nothing new from China, unless it be the con- 
firmation of the taking of Hong Kong Foo. The news from Affghan- 
istan extends to December 15. The position of General Sale, in the 
midst of the insurrection, was still very critical. Colonel M’Larn, 
sent to deliver him, had failed. A fresh attack of the insurgents 
against the English troops of Affghanistan had been unsuccessful.’’ 

Intelligence from India was brought by the India steamer from Cal- 
cutta, January 11. All was quiet at Candahar to the 4th of Decem- 
ber, and the troops were strong. In Khelat-i-Ghilzee there were, one 
Shah’s regiment of European artillery, and two 18-pounders, with pro- 
visions for nine months—a position no han force could touch. 
Ghuznee, likewise, was well provisioned, and considered safe. The 
Belloochee tribes were quiet. Major-General Pollock had received 
orders to proceed to Ferozepoor, and thence to Peishwar, to assume 
the command of a force assembling at that point, to consist of 10,000 
men, and the object to relieve the troops in hanistan. 

The Bengal Herald of January 8, says—“ fate of our troops at 
Cabul is now, we fear, almost certainly decided; for unless some 
special intervention of providence relieves them from the dilemma in 
which they are placed, human aid is all unavailing. Accounts have 
been received from the city tothe 8th of December, which represent 
the state of affairs there to be much worse than they were before; 

rovisions were becoming scarce, and the enemy more daring every 

y- They had closely invested the intrenched camp at Seca-Sung, 
and, it is said, had made overtures of surrender to the envoy, the con- 
ditions of which were, that he should deliver Shah Soojah over to the 
Affghans, and leave the country with our troops. God help our poor 
fellows, for they are indeed in a critical position.“ 


THE LEVANT. 

Letters from Alexandria of the 6th ult. announce the arrival at 
Suez of the Bengalore, the vessel despatched from Calcutta and Bom- 

y with a view to the transit trade with India across . 
Considering the difficulty of finding means of conveyance, and the 
heavy customs duties, it was feared that this trade would not be pro- 
ductive of advantage. It was not yet known when Mehemet Ali would 
return to Cairo. [brahim Pasha was still presiding at the construction 
of the public works in Lower The Times correspondent writes 
that the Turkish ministry was in a tottering state; that Rizah Pasha 
was losing ground in the good graces of the Sultan; and that he had 
been deprived of the most valuable pashalick in the empire, which he 
had been induced to consider for years as his exclusive property. A 
grand council was held on the Ist at the Porte, under presidency 
of the Grand Vizier, at which several important measures of reform 
were adopted. The Sultan had permitted the 15 Armenians, banished 
some months ago from Constantinople, to return to that capital. 
Turkish commissioners had been accordingly despatched to the 
provinces in which they were undergojng exile, to notify to 


them their pardon. T 


~ 


JAMAICA. | , 
The last West India packet brings intelligence of an occurrence i 
Kingston, Jamaica, which must arouse the indignation of every friend 
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ofhumanity. The only account which has yet been published is con- 
tained in a letter to Mr Joseph Sturge. The season of Christmas has for a 
long time been set apart by the negroes of Jamaica as a time of re- 
joicing. During the festivities of the year before last, however, efforts 
were made to put a stop to these rejoicings; and Mr Hector Mitchell, 
the mayor of Kingston, without consulting the other magistrates, took 
on himself to issue an order for their immediate suppression. This 
¢reated so much excitement and indignation, that the people resisted 
the interference of the police, and subsequently, at a meeting of the 
magistrates, Mr Mitchell’s order was canceled, and the negroes were 
allowed to resume their amusements. Mr Mitchell, foiled in his at- 
oy to against the privileges of the negroes, brought an action against 
rother magistrates for countenancing the violation of the law, 
called ' the Omnium Gatherum act,“ which the judges had declared 
unsafe to be enforced. Nevertheless, by means of the grossest 
artiality and a packed jury they were convicted; and the judge, one 
M Dougal, after addressing the prisoners in a speech replete with 
brutal invective and insult,’’ passed on them the severest sentence 
which it was in his power to adjudge. Flushed with this triumph, 
Mitchell resolved once more to stop the negro festivities, and shortly 
before the last Christmas holidays issued an edict in the following 
words: The police will prevent all drumming and noisy disturb- 
ances. Hector Mitchell, mayor.’’ Determined to enforce this order, 
he proceeded to arm the police with pistols and ball, and provided 
them with horses. On the Monday after Christmas the people pre- 
for their accustomed sports, and assembled in large numbers on 
e parade. Scarcely, however, had they commenced their amuse- 
ments when a body of police came galloping in amongst them, and 
carried off the fiddler before the magistrates. Enraged at this wanton 
violation of their rights, the ese oe hurled stones and broken glass at 
the police, and eventually compelled them to retreat to their barracks. 
The Riot act was then read, of the nature of which the people seemed 
ignorant, as * remained on the spot. By order of — officer the 
military then flred among the people, and two or three men were 
killed on ‘the spot, and ten or twelve were wounded, of whom it is 
said several have since died. 


DOMESTIC. 


METROPOLITAN. 

Large and spirited anti-corn-law meetings have been held since our 
last in the parishes of St Martin’s-in-the-fields, Marylebone, St John 
Hackney, Bromley-le-Bow, and Limehouse, at which resolutions were 
adopted, condemning in strong terms the government plan as an in- 
sult to the nation, and advocating total repeal as absolutely necessary 
to give relief to the starving operatives. 

A court of common council was held on Thursday to consider the 
report from the committee on the Sheriffs’ and Secondaries’ courts. 
The rt recommended that there should forthwith be elected one 
judge of the Sheriffs’ court, to receive a salary of £500 a year as one of 
the commissioners of the Central Criminal court, and not less than 
£300 a year as ju of the Sheriffs’ court. On the motion that the 
report be adopted, Sir Matthew Wood moved, as an amendment, that 
two judges be elected. The amendment was rejected by 80 to 53; 
and the original motion was agreed to. 


The annual meeting of the proprietors of the London university 
took place last Wednesday, to receive the report of the council, and 
elect officers. The report spoke of the prosperous condition of the 
college, and of the increase in the amount of class fees. The new 
students, both in arts and medicine, had increased considerably, and 
several large bequests and donations had been received. Lord 
Bro was re-elected president and the Duke of Somerset vice- 

ident, for the year ensuing; John Taylor, Esq., F.R.S. treasurer 
the room of Mr Tooke; and the following gentlemen as members of 
the council, viz.; General Alexander, John Dillon, Esq., the Rev. 
Dr Fellowes, S. J. Lloyd, Esq., G. T. Nicholson, Esq., and Edward 
Strutt, Esq., M.P.; and T. Cope, Esq., auditor. 


PROVINCIAL. 
On Thursday last a meeting was held at Manchester, which was 
of the leading merchants and manufacturers of the town and 
neighbourhood. The meeting was called by a requisition signed by 
40 mercantile and manufacturing houses and firms, headed by Sir 
Thomas Potter and Sir Ralph P After considerable dis- 
cussion the 1414 moved by Mr Edmund Ashworth, 
aud seconded by 8 mas Potter, was passed with three dissentient 
being one: —“ That this n 


Co mmons be requested to use all the legal and constitutional means in 
power to prevent its being passed. 


The ee and 

principally by w men. 
passed unanimously, condemned all m 

| the principle of complete suffrage, as set forth in 


An open air meeting took place on Friday last at Brandon hill, 
near Bristol, at which from 10,000 to 12,000 ns were present. 
The speakers all denounced Peel and his. corn ws, at the same time 

} that the time was come when all classes should unite in fa- 
vour of popular representation, so that all monopolies may be abolished. 

9 N have been held since 2 1 Gateshead, 

ucester, Leicester, Loughborough, Kenilwort ev , Armlay, 
Skipton, Bramley, Braunston, Ripon, Yeadon, Worcester, Meltham, and 
other places. At Worcester, Gloucester, and Meltham, in addition to 
the usual resolutions in favour of total r an additional resolution, 


1 charter to be only remedy, was unani- 


Sir R. Peel has been burned in e 
Armlay, Skipton, Bramley, Braunston, 
and Yeadon. 


For miles round these towns (Preston and St. Helens), once hi 

of industry, now dens of despair, the land is one great . * 
mesne succeeds demesne, flanked by covers, and guarded by keepers, 
lodges, and armed watchers. There is scarce a thicket without a hate, 
or a coppice without a pheasant ; and, in the middle of them all, men 
are starving by thousands. A perfect mania for preserves has pos- 
sessed the gentry, to the exclusion of anything like fair old-fashioned 
sporting. rd Stanley, we have been told, by laying the Knowsley 
and Latham estates together, and influencing some smaller proprie- 
tors, can now travel 15 miles in a straight line over a country on which 
not a gun can be lawfully fired without his permission. e conse- 
quence is, that the peasantry over the country are pretty generally be- 
coming poachers.—Liverpool Journal. 


The Duke of Northumberland has lately purchased, at an enormous 
rice, certain lands close to Berwick-upon-T weed, which will place, it 
is said, that borough entirely under his control. 


The business during this week at the Leeds Cloth halls, has been as 
dull as in any week since the commencement of the year. The prices 
of cloths of fine and middle qualities are merely nominal, whilst even 
for low goods there is but a very limited demand. Under these cir- 
cumstances many of the manufacturers are still further curtailing their 
operations ; several are shutting up their mills entirely ; and although 
this will have the effect of still further increasing the distress which 
already exists among the labouring poor in several of the clothing vil- 
lages, it is the only course the manufacturer can pursue to save him- 
self from ruin. ere has been a few of the London buyers down 
during the week, but they have purchased so sparingly, that we may 
fairly state that there has been no improvement in business in the 
warehouses.— Leeds Mercury. 


From the report read at the special general meeting of the proprie- 
tors of the Midland Counties railway, it appeared that the gross re- 
ceipts for traffic for the half-year ending on the 3lst December, were 
£73,456 118. 1ld., exceeding those of the previous half-year by 
£16,554 17s. 10d. The balance in favour of the company on the re- 
venue account was £30,084 18s. 7d., which enabled the directors to 
declare a dividend out of the clear profits of the undertaking of £2 for 
every £100 stock for the half-year. 


THE COMPLETE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT.—MEETING IN 
BIRMINGHAM. 


AN important meeting was held at the Waterloo rooms, Birmingham, on 
Friday night, for the purpose of adopting prompt and effectual means for 
ascertaining the opinions of the inhabitants generally, on the subject of the 
declaration“ drawn up by Mr Joszru Sturce, and also to receive infor- 
mation as to the 1 which the complete suffrage question was 
in different pete of the country. The meeting was called by circulars is- 
sued by the Birmingham committee of the complete e association, 
which were extensively distributed, and were addressed to all persons who 
were friendly to an extension of the s e. 

The prompt and general reference made to the declaration drawn u 
by Mr Sturge, evinced so much unanimity of sentiment in its simple 
equitable principle, that it was deemed im nt, in a movement which 
promised to become a national one, that Birmingham should at least take its 
part. With this view a number of gentlemen formed themselves into a 
provisional committee, under the name of the Complete Suffrage associa- 
tion,“ for the purpose of co-operating with kindred societies in other parts 
of the country, in carrying out the great object which the declaration embo- 
died. The principles upon which the committee wished to combine with 
their fellow countrymen were these: That the suffrage was the right of 
every adult male inhabitant of this country, of sane mind and uncontami- 
nated by crime. That this union should be without compromise of prin- 
ciple on those points which, in individual j ent, might or might not be 
necessary to the full, fair, and free representation of the people; leaving these 
open until it was seen whether, on the broader ground, a number could be 
found to agree sufficient to warrant the ae g 1 of a meeting of 
deputies, representing those who had signed either the declaration or 
memorial. such an event the deputies might then proceed to discuss 
and decide what details were required to give the representative principle 
practical effect, and also to devise means for making complete „pro- 
tected by these details, the law of the land. 

In accordance with these views the committee forwarded to influential in- 


dividuals, in various towns and hs throughout the country, a 
number of 


ies of the declaration, in order to test the feelings of 
ple ; and also endeavoured to ascertain the of many well 
. tried friends to the cause, as to the propriety of adopting a 
national memorial to the Queen, and of holding a conference of deputies ; 
and it was to hear the result of those exertions, as well as to take measures 
for carrying out the work in Birmingham, that the present meeting was con- 
vened. a 

At the hour appointed for commeneing the proceedings, the large room 
of the Waterloo building was filled by manufacturers, tradespeople, and 
working men, and on the motion of the Rev. James Allsop, Joseph Sturge, 
Esq., was unanimously called on to preside, and he accordingly took the 
chair amidst the acclamations of the meeting. 

The CuarrnmMan having read the circular by which the was 
convened, said that he felt it due to himself, as well as those fri by 
whom he was surrounded, to give a brief account of the circumstances 
which led him to take so active a part in the present movement. Two or 
three years ago he had been appointed chairman of a committee of the 
town council, to imstitute an investigation into the causes of the riots 
which had unhappily occurred in Birmingham a short time previously; and 
on that occasion having been brought into elose connection with the people, 
he felt convinced of the very great injustice that had been done to , in 
condemning the whole mass for the acts of comparatively a few [hear]. 
He confessed, however, that he felt much disco with reference to 


since our last, at Beverle 0 
ipon, Forfar, Knaresbofough 


the political movement then going forward, and the means resorted to for 


accomplishing the object in view, more i ly when he reflected on 
the habits of — 2 many of its supporters. He was also, he 
confessed, somewhat puzzled at finding, that in America, where the princi- 
les of the charter were carried out, slavery existed in one of its worst 
rms; but further consideration this subject, confirmed by per 
sonal observations of the workings of the system in the United States, led 
to the conviction that these evils arose in America, not from the franchise 
being carried to far, but from the remmants of a bad system, the legacy left 
the monarchical form of governmen in not extending to all classes of 
3 — — be white, the rights, ot 
htened republic; an t in the free states w n- 
4 delightful results flowed from the full, fair, 


of an 


by slavery, the most 


: 
3 
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and free enjoyment by the people of the elective franchise [loud applause 
On N spline a to Boglend, be elt it to be no less his — — act 9 
of justice to his fellow countrymen who had been so long deprived of these 
privileges, to express his sentiments in relation to this important subject, 
which he accordingly did in a letter addressed to Richard Cobden, of Man- 
chester (hear, hear - Mr Sturge here entered into some particulars in ex- 
planation of the circumstances which had led to the drawing up of the 
“declaration” already referred to, at the close of the Manchester confer- 
ence. There were some, he believed, who thought that declaration too in- 
definite, but the more consideration he gave to the subject, the more was 
he convinced that he had not miscalculated the feelings and position of 
the people in framing the document in question [hear]. They were all 
aware of the great prejudices which existed in the minds of a large portion 
of the middle classes, against what was known by the name of the people's 
charter; but being one of those who fully concurred in all the essential 
points of that document, his object was to frame his declaration in such a 
way as to overcome the prejudices of the middle classes, while, at the same 
time, they recognised all the great principles embodied in the charter 
ſhear, hear, and cheers]. There were two fundamental rules which, either 
as Christians or politicians, Englishmen professed to recognise in the go- 
vernment of their conduct—namely, the beautiful Christian precept of 
doing unto others as they would wish to be done by, and the free enjoyment 
and extension to others of the principles of the British constitution [cheers]. 
Now, he was fully satisfied that every honest man who adopted either of 
these two great principles, and candidly examined them, would find that 
they pues the adoption and er of all the main points of the 
people's charter [renewed cheers]. After some further observations, the 
chairman called upon Mr Arthur Albright, the secretary of the committee, 
to read the answers which had been received to the circulars and communi- 
cations forwarded to influential persons in various parts of the United 
Kingdom, and especially to individuals connected with religious and phi- 
lanthropic societies, as exhibiting the opinions of these parties in reference 
to the complete suffrage movement. 

The SzecreTary then came forward, and stated that copies of the decla- 
ration had been forwarded to upwards of 300 influential persons residing in 
180 parliamentary boroughs, and that of this number at least one-third had 
already entered on the agitation of the question. Many of the large places 
in which the greatest and most successful efforts had been made not having 
yet reported, the committee felt that it would be premature to do more than 
— to state that the returns received were very encouraging, both in 

e number and character of the signatures, and the more so from the cir- 
cumstance of their being generally made before the development of the 
views of Sir Robert Peel in reference to the corn and provision laws had 
time to operate on the public mind. The Secre here proceeded to read 
a number of extracts from letters received from different parts of England, 
affording gratifying proof of the existence of a unanimous and wide-spread 
feeling, in favour of complete suffrage. Without entering into details we 
shall supply a few facts from these returns, giving them in the order in 
which they were read. 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE.—The names of 118 electors have been attached to the decla- 


ration, comprising two magistrates and one minister of religion; the largest and 
wealthiest manufacturers signed it. 

BanBury.—Thirty-three electors, comprising one alderman, two town councilors, 
and one minister, had ed. The town had not yet been canvassed. 

Braprorp (Yorkshire)—The declaration has been signed by most of the leading 
men of the liberal party, and by many of the dissenting ministers of the town. The 
religious of the community are beginning to see that the principles of the gospel 
su liberties of the people, and rebuke their oppressors. 

UCKINGHAM.—The 6 of a considerable number of the electors and ten mi- 
nisters of had been obtained here. 

Dunpgege.—All classes of reformers are uniting most unanimously in the new move- 
ment for complete suffrage, and means are being adopted to canvass the electoral body 
on the question. 

GATESHEAD.—Eighty-nine electors have signed the declaration, together with one 

trate, two ministers of religion, and four members of the corporation. 
ERTFORD.—Up to the Ist of February, sixty-one signatures had been obtained, all 
of whom, with jhe exception of five, were entitled to vote for members of parliament. 

DusB.iix.—On the complete suffrage question, Ireland would be all powerful ; she is 
well schooled in it. 

HIGHFLATs (near Huddersfield).—A considerable number of manufacturers and 
small farmers have signed here. ü 

DorgcuestTer.—Aristocratic and 32 rule this town with the iron hand of 
power, and there is no place in the — ye which affords a stronger proof of the ne- 

cessity of a radical change in the e of electing representatives. Nevertheless, 
several electors and two ministers of reli have signed the declaration 
Epinsurcu.—There is a very general fee! 


middle „ and steps are 
tures to the declaration. 

Griascow.—The reformers here have sanctioned the ciple of general suffrage, 
embraced in the declaration, as the only one which will at once meet the demands of 
justice, and hold out a prospect of uniting the masses in its support. 

Ketrexinc.—Fifty-nine electors have signed the declaration. 

Lynn.—A v ient association has been formed here for giving effect to the 


here in favour of a union between the 
taken to canvass the city for signa- 


principles contained in the declaration. 
Newark-On-TRENT.—Al the town has not been completely canvassed, the 
result at the present moment is 32] electors, being one-third of the whole constitu- 


being 
ency, who have signed the declaration. The friends of complete suffrage here fully 
1 — of a national memorial. Should a meeting of delegates be 
— 


the middle classes in favour of complete s 
about a conrummation of that object as its universal ci 
erer & wees mine has not been con- 

cme de ad a meeting here, — were framed 2 approval of the declaration 


of Joseph — 

PaisLey.—* committee for carrying out the principle of complete suffrage may 
calculate on every support from this quarter.“ 

RocuDALe.—At a convened here, 168 electors have signed the “ declara- 
tion, and as many more doubtless it when called upon. 

PLYMOUTH.— mayor and most of the members of the corporation have signed 
the declaration. 


STRATHAVEN.—The whole consti of this town have si the declaration, 
with the exception of six or eigh . the N 
to them. 


TopMoRDEN.—Forty-four electors and one minister of religion have signed the 


WuITEHAVEN.—Forty-four electors here have signed, and many of the towns in the 
are y to co-operate. 

In addition to the extensive correspondence which they had carried on, 
extracts from which have been just given, the secre stated that mem- 
bers of the committee had visited the towns of Stroud, Nailsworth, Chelten- 
ham, Coventry, Derby, Nottingham, and Leicester, with a view to secure 
the of these places in the movement, and their efforts had been 

with great success; the opinion of the people being unequivocally 

expressed, not only in favour of the declaration, but also as regarded the 

of a national memorial to the Queen. The committee concluded 

report by ing on the attention of the meeting the necessity of as- 

certaining the feeli of the people of Birmingham on this vital question, 
and suggested a for effecting a canvass of the town, and of i 

222 electors to the declaration, and of all classes to the 

to the : 
As frequent — had been made by several of their correspondents 


to the editor of the Nonconformist and his writings, the committee felt it 
due to that gentleman to add the expression of their conviction that, by his 
manly and well-directed appeals from the fears and prejudices of the middle 
classes to their consciences and understandings, he had done more than 
could be readily estimated to promote a reconciliation amongst all classes 
of reformers. 

The CuarrMANn here took the opportunity of observing, that even the 
name which the committee had adopted was — provisional, and they 
were anxious to leave that point open, as well as all others, till the meetin 
of delegates had been convened, when they would g resign the wor 
which they had hitherto undertaken into the the hands of the people [hear 
hear]. It was known to many amongst them that Sharman Crawford had 
given notice of a motion in parliament, the object of which was to ascertain 
the number of members in the present House of Commons who were wil- 
ling to give their votes in favour of complete suffrage to the people. As Mr 
Crawford would probably bring forward his motion about the middle of 
April, it was most important, before that time, that an effort should be made 
to get up an expression of public opinion upon the subject; and he rejoiced 
to perceive the indications which were already afforded of a favourable re- 
sult, by the rapid advance amongst the middle classes of all the essential 
— ＋ of the people's charter [cheers]. Whilst upon this subject, Mr 

turge said he would take the liberty of reading a letter which he had re- 
ceived from Sharman Crawford in reference to his motion on the suffrage. 

„Mx DEAR FrigND—I have this day received your letter. I have been so much 
occupied with the corn-law discussion I had not time to think much on the precise 
form of the resolution I shall move on the suffrage. There are two objects to be at- 
tended to—and, as far as possible, combined—namely, to make the resolution suf- 
ficiently comprehensive to meet the expectations of the people, and at the same time 
sufficiently general to combine all the honest friends to extension of the s to 
the working classes—both members of parliament and others—and thus to obtain as 
large a division in the house, and as great a moral power outside, as we can, without 
a sacrifice of principle. 

“I would not travel one inch out of my way to combine in the vote those who would 
desire to be thought friends to the people’s suffrage, but who, at the same time, would 
back out whenever any substantial measure (in detail) was pro for that purpose. 
But there are many real honest friends to the cause who would ultimately join ina 
substantial measure, who would be backward about pledging themselves, at the first, 
to a resolution which was too stringent or particular in its terms. Therefore I am of 
opinion that a declaration of principle in some such terms as your declaration would 
be the most er te 

On this subject my wish is to be guided by the sense of those who, by ascertainin 
the feelings of the true friends of the people’s cause in meetings such as you inten 
to have at Birmingham, are most capable of giving information as to public opinion 
upon the subject. “* Yours most truly, 

London, February 23, 1842. „WX. SHARMAN CRAWFORD.” 

Mr Sturge afterwards read a letter which he had received from the Rev. 
Thomas Spencer, of Hinton, near Bath, highly approving of the proposed 
conference on the complete suffrage question, and suggesting that ministers 
of religion of all denominations should be invited toattend. He mentioned 
the name of an influential clergyman of the church of England, who felt 
much interested in the proposed reconciliation between the middle and 
working classes, and was most anxious to promote so desirable and Chris- 
tian an object. He (Mr Sturge) was firmly of opinion that this union was 
practicable, and that if the working classes would only put into practice that 
painciple of self-denial, of which he believed them eapable, that success 
would be not only possible, but certain and speedy ſhear, hear]. There 
were three points, however, upon which he felt extremely anxious they 
should agree: Ist, that the principles of peace should be fully r nised ; 
upon no other would he be a party to the movement, and he would wish, 
were it possible, not only that that principle should be carried out in their in- 
dividual capacities, but that, without resisting the authorities of their 
country in any way, the people should refuse voluntarily to enlist in the 
army or navy, or even in an armed police [cheers]. He was also extremely 
anxious that the principle of total abstinence from all intoxicating dri 
should be acted upon, as he knew from fourteen years experience, that it 
would contribute not only to the health and comfort of the people, but that 
if it became universal, it would affect the revenue in such a way that the 
aristocracy would be compelled to do justice to the people [cheers]. The 
third point which he wished to impress upon them was, that every elector 
who signed the declaration would make up his mind never to vote for 
another member of — who did not pledge himself to go ſor com- 
plete suffrage [loud cheers]. Before he sat down he could not forego the 
0 — 4 of bearing his humble testimony to the noble conduct of the 
editor of the Nonconformist, and the zeal, ability, and faithfulness, with 
which he had advocated the cause of the people [cheers]. He had no hesi- 
tation in saying that that gentleman had done more by his writings, to pro- 
mote the great object which they had in view during the last three months, 
than any one individual had ever achieved in the same space of time. He 
had been the first to suggest the union of the middle and working classes, 
and also the holding of simultaneous meetings to make cause against the 
common enemy [renewed applause]. Mr Sturge, after some further obser- 
vations, concluded by reading a letter which he had just received, upon the 
subject of the present movement, from his friend William Lovett, from 
which we subjoin an extract: 

2 ing the memorial (says Mr Lovett) I shall sign it m , and have ev 
reason to believe that many other members of the association alsosignit. T 
in signing I wish to be understood that what I mean by a full fair and free represen- 
tation of the people,’ are those essentials of just representation which are embodied in 
the people’s charter. I can see no sacrifice of principle in my brother chartists sign- 
ing that memorial, but still you must agree with us that we should be very unwise to 
form anything like a union upon such indefinite terms.“ 


Mr Lovett suggested London as the place of meeting for the deputies ; 
but the Chairman was of opinion from the experience he had had, that 
Manchester or Birmingham, or any other large town would be preferable. 

The meeting then proceeded to the business of appointing canvassers to 
obtain signatures to the declaration and memorial, when a number of res- 
pectable working men and others offered themselves for the pu , and it 
was arranged that this important work should commence on Monday morn- 
ing and close on Wednesday. 

At the close of the business the chairman introduced a working man 
named Frederick Warren to the meeting, who proceeded to give an accoun 
of an interview which he had had with Sir Robert Peel, on the preceding 
Saturday, after the rejection of the Manchester declaration by the House of 
Commons. He commenced by describing the excitement which pervaded 
all classes in Manchester, on the announcement of Sir Robert Peel’s project 
on the corn laws, and the meeting which took place ye the subject, w 
a declaration was agreed to and oy by nearly 25,000 persons, protesting 

ainst the measure, expressing their opinion that nothing but a repeal of 

food and provision laws could preserve the nation from anarchy and 
ruin, and stating that the people lost all confidence in the House of 
Commons, as at present constituted. He (Mr Warren), and the Rev. Mr 
Massie had been 1 by the people of Manchester to proceed to 
London and present the declaration. Finding that the House of Commons 
had refused to hear the prayer of 25,000 persons, himself and his colleague 
addressed a note on the following morning to Sir Robert Peel, reques 
the favour of an interview, and stating the circumstances under which it 
was solicited. Sir Robert appointed Saturday for meeting them, and 
they accordingly proceeded at the hour fixed upon to the Treasury office, 
where they were received with the utmost courtesy by the premier. 

Mr Warren then gave a statement of what took place, which we refrain 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


from publishing at his own request; he being fearful, lest owing to the late- 
ness of the hour when he was called upon to speak, and the hurry consequent 
thereupon, an incorrect account might get abroad. We understand a meet- 
ing will be held at Manchester in the course of the week, at which it is his 
intention to give the substance of what passed during his visit to London, 
Birmingham and Derby. 

The conclusion, which he (Mr Warren) drew from the interview, not- 
withstanding the courtesy of Sir Robert Peel, was that there was no hope 
from these men (hear and cheers]. Mr Warren concluded, by strongly 
recommending the people to abstain from the use of all spirituous and malt 
drinks, and thus they would speedily bring their oppressors to their 
senses. 

At the close of the address, which was listened to with deep interest, a 
resolution was passed in approval of the faithful manner in which Mr 
Warren and his colleague had discharged their duty in the interview with 
Sir Robert Peel, and cordially approving of the principles embodied in the 
Manchester declaration. 

Thanks were then voted to the chairman and the meeting separated. 

(The canvass of the town for signatures to the declaration and memorial, 
commenced on Monday morning, and so far as it has proceeded, has been 
most successful. The spirit manifested leaves no doubt of the cordial 
union of the middle and working classes in the new movement, in favor of 
complete suffrage. ] 


IRELAND. 
Mr O'Connell has appointed Alderman Roe as his locum tenens in 
the office of lord mayor of Dublin, to enable him to attend his duties 
in parliament. 


On Sunday week an exceedingly numerous and highly influential 
ublic meeting of the merchants, manufacturers, — operatives of 
rogheda, took place in the Linen hall of that town, agreeably to re- 

quisition, for the purpose of petitioning parliament for the total and 
immediate abolition of the existing corn and provision laws. Long 
before the hour appointed for the meeting, the hall, which is very 
spacious, was densely crowded in every part. John Collins, Esq., was 
called to the chair, and the resolutions and petition were unanimously 
adopted. 


A demonstration in favour of free trade and of the total and imme- 
diate repeal of the corn laws, took place in Newtownards on Monday 
week, which was attended by upwards of 1,000 of the inhabitants. 
Resolutions and a petition for the total and immediate repeal of the corn 
laws were unanimously adopted. 


SCOTLAND. 

Last week the largest meeting ever held at Forfar took place on the 
free trade question, at which, after spirited addresses by the Rev. 
Messrs Strachan, Lowe and others, a resolution of want of confidence 
in the ministry and House of Commons was passed, and a memorial unani- 
mously adopted, praying her Majesty to cause such measures to be 

inated as will insure the extension of the franchise to every man 
who is twenty-one years of age, of sound mind and unstained by crime, 
accompanied by vote by ballot, and such matters of detail as will in- 
sure the honest and practical working of these measures. 


Anti-corn-law meetings are taking place in various parts of Scot- 
land, and the question of complete suffrage is rapidly making way 
amongst the electors in that part of the kingdom. 


The following resolutions have been submitted to a committee at 
Markinch, composed of an equal number of corn-law repealers and 
chartists :-— 

I.“ That the elective franchise as remodeled by the Reform bill, proceeds on the 
principle of the representation of anger 1 that this is a principle at variance with the 
equity of government and the theory of the British constitution; and that the just and 

principle upon which the elective franchise should be based is the representa- 
tion of persons, and * of property; that therefore the elective franchise ought not to 
be rested upon a £10, £5, or a household suffrage, but simply upon the fact of recog- 
nised citizenship, and personal independence.“ 

2. That under the present system many abuses have arisen and been perpetuated, 
the removal of which will be neces to make the principle of universal suffrage, 
when acknowledged, a real practical boon. That therefore these, amongst other 
changes, ought to be introduced along with the extension of the franchise—to wit, a 
new Sivision of the country into electoral districts—no 12 4 —— ng ſor the 
member, and payment for his services while he sits in the legis 
in the election—and a short duration of the ent.“ 

3. That a movement ſor the attainment of these ends is one deserving the active 
co-operation of all who are opposed to the evils of monopoly and class legislation, or 


ture—vote by ballot 


who have the welfare of their country at heart; and that this meeting pledges itself to 
use all legal and constitutional means for effe such true and substantial par- 
liamentary reform. That an association be organised in this district, to be composed 


of all, electors and non-electors, who are prepared to adhibit their signatures to the 
first of these resolutions, and to be called the * Markinch and Vale of Leven Franchise 
Association,’ for the of spreading information on the subject in the neigh- 
bourhood, and of maintaining a correspondence with those of similar opinions in 
other parts of the empire. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLICENCE. 


ExrLostox Ax D Loss or Lire.—One of the most calamitous explo- 
sions that has ever occurred in or near the metropolis took place on Mon- 
day last, at Mr D’Ernst’s fire work manufactory, Lambeth walk, by 
which the premises have been —— and four lives lost. The in- 
habitants of the surrounding neighbourhood were alarmed by two. 
loud reports, and a violent concussion was felt for some distance from 
the spot; which was by many supposed to be an earthquake. The 
entire premises and its inmates were blown into the air to a consider- 
able height, and were distinctly seen from the bridges. How or by 
what means the accident happened will be for ever a mystery, as none 
of those who were within escaped to tell the cause. From the in- 
quiries which were made, it was ascertained there were four barrels of 

wder on the premises at the time, besides other combustibles. 
Thousands of persons were on the spot, as well as a large body of 
the police. The mutilated remains recovered were taken to the work- 
house. 


Darn From DestitrutTion.—Last week an inquest was held in Lei- 
cester, on the body of Charlotte Hebb, who, had been delivered of 
twins whilst lying on a rug, with nothing to cover her. The hus- 
band refused to apply to the parish, although he had nothing in the 
house, and his reason for this refusal was, that he feared he should 
be ordered into the union workhouse, his place of settlement being 
Nottingham, and the commissioners having refused to sanction the 
adminstration of out-door relief to any but those having a claim on 
the union from settlement. The wife also refused to accept of an 
relief, and had made no preparation for her confinement. The mid- 
wife and parish surgeon who attended her, said they had never 


141 
known a more distressing case. They th 8 
to the want of the — of life. > ones Der death was dati 


Murper at SunpERLAND.—On Tuesda » at Mr Lumsdon’s 
Monkwearmouthshore, Sunderland, Mr James Liddell i hee 
rebuked James Robson, one of the workmen, for being in a state of 
intoxication, when the man seized al forge hammer, and struck 
Mr Liddell a violent blow on the head, which fractured his skull, and 
caused his death within fourteen or fifteen hours. Robson was taken 


into custody, and remanded by the magistrate until 8 j 
had returned their verdict. i si 9 


Raitways.—A report, presented to parliament, dated the 5th of 
February, 1842, contains a voluminous mass of interesting information 
relative to railways. From the returns of accidents it appears, 
amongst other things, that during the year 1841 the number of 
accidents on various railways, which arose from causes beyond the 
control of passengers, or, in other words, from carelessness and want 
of proper precautions on the part of the railway companies or their 
servants, amounted to 29. By these accidents 24 persons were 
killed and 72 injured. During the same year there were 36 acci- 
dents attended with personal injury to individuals owing to their 
own negligence or misconduct, by which 17 persons were killed and 
20 injured ; 60 accidents occurred which were attended with personal 
injury to servants of the company, under circumstances not involv. 
ing danger to the I 4 by these accidents 28 individuals were 
killed and 36 injured. Thus there were altogether 69 lives lost by ac- 
cidents on railways during the past year. 


Corn AND CurreNcy.—We are importing from £40,000,000 to 
£50,000,000 of goods every year, consisting of silks, cotton, coffee, 
and the like, and yet we never hear cf a drain of gold to pay for these 
articles, because we export our manufactures in exchange; but when 
we have to import corn we hear of large draws of gold from the coun- 
try, the effect of which is to embarrass our manufacturers. The law 
for importing corn, differing from the law which regulates every other 
article, produces these convulsions.— The Struggle. 

WEALTH OF THE LATE Duke or CieveLAND.—It is said that by the 
late Duke of Cleveland’s death, his eldest son, the present Duke, suc- 
ceeds to £80,000 a year. Lord William Poulet has a legacy of 
£560,000, and Lord Harry another of £440,000. There is a legacy 
of £200,000 to a grandson; the Dowager Duchess has the Yorkshire 
estates, the house in Grosvenor square, and an immense amount of 
plate, jewellery, and furniture. A large portion of the unentailed 
estates in Durham goes to one of his daughters. His Grace, it is 
said, had £1,250,000 in the three-and-a-half per cent consols, besides 
plate and jewellery to the value of a million sterling. 

New Issvz or Gotp Coin.—A short time since two peregraphs, 
bearing the above heading, appeared in our columns, in which it was 
stated that for some time past a system of plugging the gold coin at 
present in circulation had been carriedon to such an extent as to 
render a re-issue absolutely necessary, that the old coin was to be 
called in forthwith, and that the greatest activity prevailed at the 
Mint, in order to get the new issue ready as soon as possible. It 
was further stated that, although such a proceeding would be at- 
tended with enormous expense, government had, under the circam- 
stances, deemed it necessary to adopt it. Weare now authorised 
to state that the paragraphs in question were totally without foun- 
dation, there being no intention whatever at present of having a 
new gold coinage, and in fact there is nothing whatever doing at the 
Mint. We are also assured that the statement with respect to “‘plug- 
ging“ is equally without foundation. Since the paragraphs in ques- 
tion have been published, strict inquiries have been made, but 
nothing of the sort has been either discovered or heard of.— 


Times. 


Curious Instance or Instinct.—Mr Jesse, in his remarks on the 
corn crake, says, I have met with an incident in the natural history 
of the corn crake which I believe is perfectly accurate, having been 
informed that the bird will put on the semblance of death when ex- 
posed to danger from which it is unable to escape. The incident 
was this brew = gentleman had a corn crake brought to him by his dog, 
to all appearance quite dead. As it lay on the ground he turned it 
over with his foot, and was convinced that it was dead. Standing by, 
however, in silence, he suddenly saw it open an eye. He then took 
it up; its head fell; its legs hung loose, and it ap again quite 
dead. He then put it in his pocket, and before long he felt it all alive, 
and struggling to escape. He then took it out; it was as lifeless as 
before. 2 laid it again upon the ground, and retired to some 
distance, the bird in about five minutes warily raised its head, looked 
round, and decamped at full speed. I have seen a similar circum- 
stance take place with a partridge, and it is well known that many in 
sects will practice the same deception.’ ”’ 


Consvcat AFFECTION.—A woman from the neighhourhood of Gran- 
ville went into an apothecary’s shop the other day with two prescrip- 
tions—one for her husband, and the other for her cow. She inquired 
what was the price of them; and the apothecary replied, that it was 
so much for the man, and so much for the beast. The woman finding 
that she had not enough money, reflected for a moment, and said, 
„Give me the mejicine for the cow: I can send for my husband's 
to-morrow !”’ 


It is not the plenty of meat that nourishes, but a good digestion ; 
neither is it abundance of wealth that makes us happy, but the discreet 


using it. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


LONDON GAZETTE. 


Friday, February 25. 

The following building is certified ag a place duly registered for solemnising mar- 

ri „pursuant to the act of 6 and 7 Wm. IV., cap. 8 :— — 
he baptist chapel, Rayleigh, Essex. M. Comport, superintendent registrar. 
INSOLVENTS. 

BARNES, WILLIAM, Shincliffe, Durham, fire brick manufacturer, Feb. 24. 

LOcKLEY, Joux, Bilston, Staffordshire, plumber and glazier, Feb. 23. 

Pratt, FREDERICK, Saredon mill, Staffordshire, miller, Feb. 25. 

BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED. 
NEEDHAM, JOSEPH SMITH, formerly of Hinckley, Leicestershire, but now or late of 


\ 


\ 


g 
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Ullesthorpe, Leicestershire, banker. 
ScUDAMORE, THOMAS, Birmingham, chemist. 
JosEPru, Dudley, W 1 
Du , Worces e, iron merchant, to surrender March 9, April 8: 
tors, Mr Cole, 4, Adelphi terrace, Strand, London, and Mr 8. Dalton, Dudley. 
2 JosEPn, late of Nottingham, but now of Edinburgh, lace dealer, March 8, 
A 8: citors, Mr Smith, 15, Furnival’s inn, London, and Mr Shilton, N ottingham. 
AVID, JOHN, Laugharne, Carmarthenshire, maltster, March 23, April 8: solicitors, 
Mr Holeombe, 28, Chancery lane, London, and Mr J. Gwynne, Tenby. 

Dopson, Gonk, Boston, Lincolnshire, wool ddulor, Marck 5, April 8: solicitors, 
Mr Scott, 25, Lincoln’s inn fields, London, and Messrs Millington and Kenrick, Boston. 

Dover, Joun, Three Cranes wharf, City, merchant, March 8, April 8: solicitor, Mr 
Armstrong, 8, Staple inn, agent for Joseph Hall, Keswick. 

GovuGcER, Henry, Great Winchester street, merchant, March 4, April 8: solicitors, 
Messrs Simpson and Cabb, Austin friars. 

Hare, VERE and Jon, Taunton, Somersetshire, house and estate agents, March 11 
April 8: solicitors, Mr E.T. Whitaker, Gray’s inn square, London, Messrs Gillard and 

ook, Bristol, and Mr H. C. Trenchard, Taunton. 

Houreyp, Joun, Wheatley, Yorkshire, cotton w maker, March 10, April 8: so- 
licitors, Messrs Milne and Co., Temple, London, and Messrs Calstor and Farnworth, 

Manchester. 

HuRRELL, THOMAS, Walthamstow, Essex, cattle dealer, March 4, April 8: solicitors, 
Messrs Wood and Wickham, Corbet court, Gracechurch street. 

LAMPRELL, RICHARD, Sherborne lane, City, builder, March 12, April 8: solicitor, 
Mr Sandell, Bread street, Cheapside. 

SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 

CRAWFORD, JAMES, Kingston, Glasgow, builder and house factor, March 3, 24. 

Gray, Roesgrt, Edinburgh, er and wine merchant, March 3, 24. 

GREIG, JAMES, Perth, merchant, haberdasher and draper, March 4, 25. 

Henry, JOHN, Wishawtown, and FLeTcHER, James, Glasgow, wood merchants, 
March 3, 24 | 

MIRRIELEES, JAMES, Aberdeen, merchant, Feb. 28, March 23. 

Monxax, JOHN, Aberdeen, watch maker, artificer, and ship owner, March 4, 28. 

DIVIDENDS. 

March 18, Waterfield, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, straw hat manufacturer—March 18, 
Mau , Percival street, Clerkenwell, hardwareman—March 19, Robins and Williams, 
London wall, City, carriers—March 18, Marshall, Colchester street, Whitechapel, boiler 
maker—March 18, Dickens, Hertford, surgeon—March 18, Bedford, Goswell street, 
Middlesex, carpenter—March 18, Hall, Piccadilly, upholsterer— March 19, Wright 
and Co., 6, Henrietta street, Covent garden, bankers—March 21, Ryle, Manchester, 
banker—March 21, Last, late of Birmingham, general merchant— pril 11, Horsnaill, 
Dover, carpenter—March 19, Litherland, Liverpool, merchant—March 23, Bond, Great 
Yarmouth, Norfolk, draper—March 17, Parker, Hockley, Nottinghamshire, grocer— 
June 15, Evans, Road, Somersetshire, clothier. 

CERTIFICATES—MARCH 18. ' 

Emerson, Brookfield, England, and of Belfast and Enniskillen, Ireland, distiller— 
Burbey and Loe, Portsmouth, bankers—Potts, Birmingham, metallic tube maker— 
D. B. and J. W. Smith, Alton, Staffordshire, paper manufacturers—Marshall, Chew 
Magna, Somersetshire, money scrivener—Kitchener, Arundel street, Coventry street, 
engraver—Turlay, Manchester, tailor. 

Gray and Cé., of the Port of Spain and San Fernando ( 

rayand Co., of the Port o an Fernando (so far as s Gra mith 
and Pinto, 50, Old change, City, furriers—Collis, of Chickerell, and is and Whicker 
Portisham, Dorsetshire, farmers— haw and Co., Carr hill, Durham, earthenware 
manufacturers—W. and R. Tomson, Ramsgate, Kent, wine and spirit merchants— 
te! and Winkworth, Ramsgate, wine and spirit merchants—Simmons and Pedgrift, 
enhall-with-Harlestou, Norfolk, dealers in bricks and tiles— Mills and De Wilde, 
Tl, 72, and 73, Wells street, Oxford street, brass founders, furnishing ironmongers, and 
blind makers—Alexander and Cassels, Lime street, City, merchants—J. Phillips, of 
Stow-on-the- W old, and R. Phillips, of Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire, plumbers— 
Mursell and Drawbridge, Lymington Southampton, ironmongers — Harrison and 
Walker, Grove mill,-Headingley, Yorkshire, listing makers—W. and G. Perry, 72, 
New Bond street, cut glass manufacturers—Robinson and Oxley, — | ow Lan- 
cashire, common brewers—J. and H. Scholefield, late of Bradley, but now of Hudders- 
field, Yorkshire, woodmen and timber merchants—G. and J. Millington, Manchester 
and Edgeworth, calico printers—France and Puckridge, 82, Ryder’s court, Leicester 
os and 72 and 73, Snow hill, City, general salesmen—Lever and Co., Manchester, 
wholesale yarn and twist dealers (so far as regards Lever)—Holliwell and Co., Liver- 
pool, painters (so far as regards T. er and Co., Manchester, woollen 
merchants (80 far as regards J. 42 and J. J. Thompson, 252, High street, 
Wapping, coal merchants—Turner, 26, Russell street, Bermondsey, and Clench, 8, 
s walk, Grange road, general dealers—H. and E. Tootal, Manchester, silk manu- 
facturers—Gray and Co., lately of Hebbarn quay, Durham, raff merchants and joiners 
Snare and Son, Thetford, Norfolk, builders—Wilson and Southon, Gosport, South- 
ampton, linen and woollen drapers. 


Tuesday, March 2. 


The following building is certified as a place duly registered for solemnising mar- 
riages, pursuant to the act of 6 and 7 William IV., K. 
St Cuthbert’s chapel, Wigton, Cumberland. Joseph Studholme, superintendent 
— INSOLVENTS. 
ARLOW, JosEPH, Lichfield, ironmonger and cutler, Feb. 28. 
Marcus, Henry Rosert, Liverpool, tobacconist, Feb, 28. 
Woop, JohN ALFRED, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, chemist, Feb. 28. 


BANK RUPTS. 

BAILEY, Epwarp, 13, Mount street, Grosvenor square, upholsterer, March 11, 

April 12: solicitors, Messre Bailey and Co., 5, Berners street. 
wn, JoHN, Sheffield, merchant, March 19, April 12; solicitors, Mr T. Rodgers, 

37, King street, Cheapside, London, and Mr Thomas William Rodgers, Sheffield. 

CHRIGHTON, JOHN, the elder, Manchester, machine maker, March 16, April 11: 
solicitors, Mr Hadfield, Manchester, and Messrs’ Johnson and Co., 7, King’s 
Bench walk, Tem 


London. 

Green, EDWARD, Clifford street, Bond street, tailor, March 11, April 12: solicitor, 
Mr J. W. Bromley, South square, Gray’s inn. 

Hotton, Joun, 37, Fenchurch street, City, and 6, Myddleton square, Clerkenwell, 
merchant, March 11, April 12: solicitors, Messrs Sharpe and Co., 41, Bedford row. 

Mason, Tuomas, Stowford mills, Harford, Devon, miller, March 12, Apr il 12: soli- 
citors, Ms Timothy Surr, 80, Lombard street, London, and Messrs Lockyer and Co., 
Plymouth. 

1eGoTT, WILLIAM Rupert, 7, Goldsmith street, Wood “treet, Cheapside, carpet 

warehouseman, March 8, April 12: solicitor, Mr Nias, Copthall court, hrogmorton 
street. 


Rocers, SPENCER, Dale hall, Burslem, Staffordshire, earthenware manufacturer, 
March 19, April 12; solicitors, Messrs Milne and Co., Harcourt buildings, Temple, 
London, and Messrs Slater and Heelis, Manchester. 

THOMPSON, WILLIAM, Prince’s street, Spitalfields, hat manufacturer, March 10, 
April 12: solicitors, Messrs Crowder and Maynard, Mansion House e. 

IMBRELL, GEorGE PouLToN, Philip lane, Addle street, City, and Stourport, Wor- 
cestershire, worsted spinner, March 9, April 12: solicitors, Messrs Reed and Shaw, 
2, Friday street, Cheapside, and Mr T. P. Bunting, Manchester. 

SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 

ANpERSON, GRAHAM, Dundee, merchant, March 3, 24. 

CAMERON, ALEXANDER, Johnstone, cotton spinner, March 8, 24. 

InGLIS, RoBERT, Wishawton, grocer, March 7, 28. 

SCRALES, ADOLPHUs MEIKLEJOHN, Edinburgh, coal merchant, March 5, 25. 

Weir, Joun, Glasgow, tea dealer, March 8, 29. 

DIVIDENDS. 

March 15, Gummer, late of Hart street, Mark lane, City, wine merchant—March 24, 
Whitmore and Co., Lombard street, City, bankers— March 24, Bayly, Exeter, Devonshire, 
straw bonnet dealer—March 28, Winterbourn, London Hotel, Al marle street, Pieca- 
dilly, hotel keeper— March 26, Gilburd, Brighton, Sussex, wine merchant—March 26, 
Little and Chalmers, Great Yarmouth and Norwich, Norfolk, draper—March 24, 
Smith and Chalmers, Great Yarmouth and Norwich, Norfolk, linen drapers—March 24, 
Morris, Tredegar Iron-works, Monmouthshire, draper—March 26, Spence, Dewsbury, 
Yorkshire, grocer—March 23, M. and H. Clayton, East Retford, Nottin hamshire, 
drapers—March 24, Edwards, late of Pembroke, but now a prisoner in Pembroke l, 
miller—March 28, Green, Dartmouth, Devonshire, ship builder—April 15, Wilson, 
Leeds, timber merchant—April 21, Webster, now or late of Hulme, Lancashire, 
banker—March 28, Williams, Bridge, Kent, brewer—March 28, Nicholson, Cante1- 
bury, Kent, coal merchant—March Atkinson, Lancaster, druggist. 

— — 22. * 1 
, tham, Surrey, lodgi ouse keeper—W. an A n, ” 
1 drapers— — — 45, Chiswell street, Finsbury, elastic surgical 


trum Thoms, Warwick square, City, printer— Stevenson, 23, Compton 
— — 1 — patent safety Liverpool, coal 
merchant—Topley, Green 


paper maker—Brownrigg, 


wich, Kent, grocer—Amos, Walbrook, City, sponge manu- 


— 
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facturer—Ralney, Spalding, Lincolnshire, innkeeper—Evans, Birmingham, ter— 
Roberts, Gower berest north, St Pancrass, wine merchant. ing ‘aire 
PARTNERSHIPS DISSOLVED. 

R. and T. Crips, Windmill street, Haymarket, harness makers—A 
Asprey, jun., Mitcham, Surrey, ironmongers—Horner and Shafto, Castle, 
Durham, spirit merchants—Lonsdale and Co., 198, nt street, hosiers (so far as re- 

ds E. Lonsdale)—J. and T. Watson, Nottingham, linen drapers— ord and Co., 
anchester, surgeons— R. and J. Sanders, Warwick, timber merchants— Mort and 
Millard, Wedmore, Somersetshire, drapers— Waterfleld and Co., Dunstable, ord- 
shire, straw hat manufacturers—Longbotham and Hugill, York, drapere— Taubman 
and Thomas, Liverpool, joiners—Gist and Haldane, Devonport, common brewers 
R. and W. M. Hayes, Liverpool, F pang sae pede gS and Co., Calne, Wiltshire, 
solicitors (so far as re s N. Atherton)—Lees and Bailey, Oldham, cotton spinners 
9 and Long, Sheffield, merchants— T. and I. B. Hollings, Bradford, Yorkshire, 
wors n and Co., Belper, Derbyshire, watch makers—J. and J. 
Smithies, Thornton, Yorkshire, worsted manufacturers—J. and J. Tucker, Newport, 
Hampshire, coal merchante—T. and G. Monk, 3, Broadway, Westminster, oil and 
colourmen—Angler and Rayner, 15, Philpot lane, London, ship brokers—Fison and 
Leather, Bradford, Yorkshire, stuff manufacturers—Morley and Alderson, 183. 
Symons street, Sloan square, Middlesex, letter press 2 2. and Co., N 
Surrey, schoclmistresses (so far as rsgards A. Paget) —J. and J. Ingham, Keelham in 
Thornton, Yorkshire, worsted stuff manufacturers— Wilmshurst and Natho, Manchester, 
machine makers—Horswell and Disten, Stonehouse Manor mills, Devonshire, millers 
J. and M. Tully, Bovey Tracey, Devonshire, millers—J. and I. Knight, Manchester, 
accountants. 


den. and 


BRITISH FUNDS, 

The directors of the Bank of England have determined to reduce the rate of interest 
on loans from 5 to 4 per cent. This determination was notified to the public on Thurs- 
day afternoon, immediately subsequent to the breaking up of the usual weekly board. 
The immediate result upon the market for the public securities was to give a very firm 
tone to prices. The news from India, when first announced, caused a tri 
ence in prices, which, however, did not last long; and they are now tolerably steady, 

Wed. Fri Sat. Mon. 


Thurs. ri. | Tues. 

3 per cent. Consols......... . R94 89 89 89 89 
Ditto for Account 89 89 89 89 89 89 
3 per cents. Reduced........ 89 90 8 89 89 
$4 per cents. Reduce 99 99 99 99% 99} 

ew 34 per cent. 98 9 99 98 
Long Annuities ....... bocce 12 12 12 12 12} 1 
Bank Stock 170 169 170 170 171 170 
eee eee 245 245 — — 246 246 
Exchequer Bills 22pm | 24pm | 23 pm | 26pm | 24pm | 24pm 
India Bonds, 3 percent....... 9 pm] 10 pm — — Io pm 9 pm 

MARKETS. 


GRAIN, Mark LANE, Feb. 28. 

There was a small supply of wheat this week, chiefly from Essex and Kent. The 
best qualities, from their scarcity, were a ready sale at ls. per qr advance, and there 
was ee a better demand for foreign wheats at fully last week’s rates. : 

Of flour a moderate arrival, but no improvement in the sale or value. 

Of barley there were good supplies, and finest qualities are saleable at previous prices, 
but other sorts are rather cheaper. 

Beans are a very dull sale, and Is. per qr lower. Peas are without alteration in value. 

The arrivals of oats are kept up very large, and are more than equal to the demand. 
English oats of good quality meet a demand at a decline of 6d., but Irish oats meet a 
very dull sale, and are 6d. to ls. per qr lower since this day week. 


4. 4. 7. 4. 13 
Wheat, Red New 50 to 62 | Malt, Ordinary. 50 to 53 Beans, Old... 33 to 36 
eee 64 .. 68 n 56. 60 Harrow ...... 33.. 89 
White 52. 65 | Peas, Hog 28 . 32 | Oats, Feed...... 20.. 29 
eee 64 .. 70 Maple ....... 32... 34 „eee 23. 26 
. . 36 Boilers 36. . 38 Poland 22 .. 26 
n 24 |. 26 Beans, Ticks. . . 28.. 32 | Potato ....... 92.. 96 
Malting ...... 30 to 32 
WEEKLY AVERAGE FOR AGGREGATE AVERAGE OF | DUTYON FOREIGN CORN FOR 
, FEB, 25. SIX WEEKS. THE PRESENT WEEK. 
eres 60s. Od. Wheat s. 10d.| Wheat 26. 8d. 
Barley «.....+++: 28 8 | Barley ........ 6 Barley ...... . 19 1 
GERD cecccccvesie 19 8 eee és 1 „„ sn 
arne lh ae 38 5 ann 12 
Nane 2 5 Beans 8 85 „eee 19 8 
Peas 6e 0e % % 0 0% „ 0 0 33 11 Peas 6 6 6 6 „ „„ „ „ 34 1 Peas 6 „ %% „% „% „„ 18 3 


SEEDS. 
The demand for cloverseed has become languid in; holders have manifested no 
disposition, however, to give way in prices. e arrivals from abroad have been tri- 
fling, and the stock is not large. In other descriptions of seeds there was scarcely 
anything passing, and quotations remained unaltered. 


PROVISIONS, LonpDon, Feb. 28. 

There is a greater steadiness in the butter market, and the demand more enco ing. 
Fine quality is in request at ls. to 2s. advance, and all descriptions sell better. 
following are the nearest quotations: viz., Carlow, 74s. to 91s.; Waterford, 66s. to 80s.; 
Cork, 84s. to 88s.; Limerick, 748. to 80s. ; Dublin, Sligo, and Newry, 66s. to 708., land- 
ed. The arrivals of Friesland last week met a brisk sale at 118s. to 120s. The 
market continues in a languid gate, and the demand has rather decreased than 
otherwise. Prices range from 46s. to 508., according to size and quality. Bale 
tierce middles attract but few buyers, landed at 45s. to 48s., nor on board at 456. to 
Lard has further declined in price, and the demand not better. Hams only in mode- 
rate request at 58s. to 66s. Nothing to report of pork or beef. 


HOPS, Boroveon, Feb. 28. 
There is a steady demand for the pockets of last year, but not much is doing in bags. 
Prices are very firm. There is some inquiry also for pockets of 1839 and 1840, both of 
which qualities are very scarce, being for the most part in the hands of the consumers, 


BUTCHER’S MEAT, SMITHFIELD, Monday, Feb. 28. 

There was a great improvement in the trade y; the butchers at market were 
more numerous and purchased freely, more 80 for some time past. The supply of 
beasts was moderate, but very short of sheep. Of calves and pigs the supply was about 
an ave one. 2 full 2d. per —＋ hi . 2 — a fairs 
trade at former prices. e inquiry for pork was , and prime ce young m 
realised 5s. 8d., — an advance of 4d. In pnw bas cases —.— wae ors | 8 

Price per stone of 8lbs. (sinking the offal). 


Beef 625 „„ „„ „ % „% „% „ „„ „„ 3s. 6d. to 45. * | Pork eeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeee 5s. Od. to 6s. 04d. 
, ae see; © Ee acacccecs 1 „„ 
F 6s. Od. to 7s. Od 
HEAD OF CATTLE AT SMITHFIELD. 

Beasts. — Calves. igs. 
Frid ag 643 eevee 1. eeeeee 115 eeeeee 
Monday 2,835 ...... 19,540 ...... snakes tae 


NEWGATE and LEADENHALL MARKETS, Monday, Feb. 28. 
Per 8lbs. by the carcase. 


Inferior Beef .......++. 2s. Sd. to 2s.10d. | Inferior Mutton ...... 3s. 4d.to3s. 6d. 
Middling ditto ........ 3 0 „ 3 2 | Middling ditto. ......3 8 ..310 
Prime large ditto ...... 3 2 . 3 4 | Prime ditto............ 40..44 
Prime small ditto ...... BSB (.. B&B © § FORE cocdcves n 410 5 10 
Large I'ornrk 310 .. 4 4 [Small Pork 000 4 8 5 D 
Lamo 58. 10d. to 68. 10d. 3 


POTATOES, So. THWARK, Feb. 28. 

The following large arrivals have been received since our last, which, in addition to 
the continued mildness of the weather, prevents ＋ * rovement in sales — from 
Yorkshire, 2017 tons; Scotland, ; Devonshire, 477; Jersey and Guernsey, 770; 
Kent, Essex, and Suffolk, 300: total, 6107 tons. 


York Reds ee ee per ton 508. to 70s. Wisbeach 2 „ „ „„ „% „% „ „6 r ton 55s. to 60s. 
Dee n 45 .. 50 | Jersey and Guernsey Blues .. 40 4 
De — .. 50 | Jersey Whites 2 DH . @ 


55 .. Kent, Essex, and Suffolk Whites 40 en 
Down ä . to ls. IId. Half-bred wethers 02. IId. to 
Half brea ate, eh OS SR 


Leicester hogs .... 0 103 1 
Downewesandweth. 0 10 .. 0 114 Leicester wethers,, 0 of 0 
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WOOL, Feb. 28. 
Sales of English wool have been limited this week. Previous prices have been with 
difficulty maintained. 


HAY, SMITHFIELD, Feb. 26.—At per load of 36 trusses. 


Coarse Meadow Hay ...... 75s. to 80s. | New Clover Hay............ —s.to —s. 
New ditto — .. — | Old dito 95 .. 110 
Useful old ditto ............ 80 .. 85 | Oat Stra 38 40 
Fine Upland and Rye Grass 86 .. 90 | Wheat Stra 40 42 


COAL EXCHANGE, Feb. 28. 
B. Hetton’s, 21s.; Hetton’s, 2ls.; Haswell’s, 21s. 3d.; Belmont’s, 20s. 3d.; Carra- 


— 


GROCERIES, Tuns pax, March 1. 


TEA.— The demand was good at the public sales, and full rates were btain 
market wore a firm Company's Congou scarce at ls. 11d. — 
pom ge ww nA new saa pany go eat ls. Lid. cash. Some arrivals 

COFFEE.—The onl el brought to public sale consisted of 466 bags adang 
which sold at 36s. to 46s. 2 and fair quality, being the full value 1 * 

SUGAR.—The demand was limited, but holders were firm, and obtained full rates. 
Raw sugar sold steadily. Brown at 57s. to 60s. ; yellow, 618. to 70s.: refined sugar 
firm ; standard lumps, 80s. per cwt. 

TALLOW.—The market is dull and former rates were barely sustained. P. v. 
candle on the spot 48s. 3d. per cwt. 


doc, 21s. 6d. Ships arrived this week, 238. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PROTECTION! EASE AND COMFORT FOR 
TENDER FEET. 


ALL AND CO., Wellington-street, 
Strand, Lendon, Sole Patentees of the PANNUS 
CORIU „or LEATHER CLOTH BOOTS and SHOES 
for Ladies and Gentlemen. These articles have borne 
the test and received the approbation of all who have 
worn them. Such as are troubled with corns, bunions, 
gout, chilblains, or tenderness of feet from any other 
cause, will find them the softest and most comfortable 
ever invented: they never draw the feet or get hard, 
qualities which strongly recommend them to Merchants 
and Shippers for warm climates, where they are found 
easier and more durable than any other kind of shoes: 
they resemble the finest leather, and are cleaned with 
common blacking. 


The material sold by the yard in any quantity. 


Also the much-improved Patent IndiaRubber Go- 
loshes are light, durable, and perfectly waterproof: they 
protect the feet from damp and cold. 


Hall and Co.’s Portable Waterproof Dresses claim the 
attention of all who are exposed to the wet. Ladies’ 
Cardinal Cloaks with hoods, from 18s. Gentlemen's 
Dresses, comprising Cape, Overalls, and Hood, 2ls.; the 
whole can be carried with convenience in the pocket. 


The Shoes or Goloshes can be fitted by sendinga shoe, 
and the waterproof dresses by the height of the figure. 


HALL and Co. beg to inform Boot and SHOE MAKERS 
that they can be supplied with any quantity of the Pan- 
nus Corium, or Leather Cloth, from one yard and up- 
wards, the oost of which can be sent by Post-office Order. 


with suitable REFLECTIONS. Also, AN APPENDIX, com 

arranged to form a distinct and complete Service for eve 

History, Lectures to Children,” ‘‘ Cottager’s Friend,“ &c. Embellished with a Portrait and Fifteen Engravings. 
Recommended by the following distinguished Ministers : 

Rev. J. Davis, Bristol, Rev. GG. Lud, Bristol 


The whole 


Rev. W. B. Cottyer, D.D., Peckham, 
Rev. G. CoLiison, D.D., Hackney, 


Extract from a Letter by the Rev. J. Harris, D. D., author 
ent of the work are adm | 
g, the execution of it equals the plan. I have 
read various parts of it attentively ; and while I have not met with anything which J 


MEZ2LS 


A superficial survey of it, 'A Guide to Family Devotion,’’) is sufficient to mani- 
fest that its plan is the most mee of any with which I am acquainted, embracing 


The conception and 
have had the opportunity of 


could wish to have 
been omitted, most 
unfeignedly can I 
say that I have found 
much ealculated to 
inspire and sustain 
devqtion. 

Epsom. 


everything which the service of the 
family altar requires, or admits of; 


while its execution is also such as 
to entitle it to commendation, and 
secure for it the circulation and use 
which its deserves. 

Birmingham. 


I feel it right to express my opinion that the 


and seeret worship. 
Homerton. 


n is excellent; and that the execution of the plan ‘ 
s judicious, and well adapted to its purpose, as an 
aid to the great duty and blessing of family, conjugal, 4 4 


— — — 


It is not till aſter a careſul 

rusal that I gave an opinion of Mr. 
letcher’s ‘‘ Guide to Family Devo- 
tion.” This I do now with great plea- 
sure; believing it to be a work eminent- 
ly ¢alculated for beneficial circulation 
in Christian families, to whom I would 
earnestly recommend it 


Hackney. 


I am enabled to speak with propriety and confidence of the real worth and 
tation to usefulness of your work. I have 


family, and I can say that as I advance esteem. 
dered . truly y it grows in my You have ren- 
an 


Le files 


A u eee 


In addition to the nume-ous peer of English Ministers, — — r of the — influential ore ke ab of N all denominations—hace 


admirable 


tion will be as exten- 
sive as your most 
san expectations 
could anticipate. 


Liverpool 


N 
GUIDE TO FAMILY a 


. 


COMPOSITIONS FOR WRITING WITH STEEL 
PENS 


TEPHENS’ WRITING FLUIDS.— 
These Compositions, which have so remarkably ex- 
tended the use of the STEEL PEN, are brought to very 
— perfection, being more easy to write with, more 
urable, and in every respect preferable to the ordinary 
Ink. In warm climates they — decome essential. 
They consist of 

A Blue Fluid, — to an intense Black colour. 

Patent Unchangeable Blue Fluids, remaining a deep 
Blue colour. 

A Superior Black Ink of the common character, but 
more fluid. 

A Brilliant Carmine Red, for Contrast writing. 

A Carbonaceous Record Ink, unchangeable by any 
Chemical Agent. 

Inkholders adapted for preserving Ink from Evapora- 
tion and Dust. 

Bottles at 3d. each, convenient for writing from, are 
prepared, which may enable those who may wish to try 
either of these articles to do so at a small expense. 

Prepared by Henry STEPHENS, the Inventor, 54, Stam- 
ford Street, Blackfriars Road, London, and sold by Sta- 
tioners and Booksellers. 

The unchangeable blue fluids are patent articles: the 
public are therefore cautioned against imitations, which 
are infringements, to sell or use which is illegal. 


STEPHENS’ SELECT STEEL PENS. 


The utmost possible care having been bestowed ypon 
the manufacture of these articles, so as to procure the 
highest finish, they can be confidently recommended both 
for flexibil.ty and durability. 


THE ANTI-CORN-LAW AND SUFFRAGE 


MOVEMENTS. . 
HE “MANCHESTER TIMES” is the 
only paper published in the Centre and Market of 
the Cotton Manufacture, which, from its commencemen 
has ayy and earnestly advocated the total 
of the Corn and Provision Laws. | 

It is also the only paper published in that town which 
has uniformly contended for the full, fair, and free re- 
presentation of the people. 

During the whole of the anti-corn-law agitation, it has 
devoted more space than any other provincial paper to 
reports of the movement; and it has, more any 
other provincial paper, promoted the Complete 8 
movement recommended by Mr Sturge, and ad 
by the Wonconformist. 6 

As the independent organ of the friends of free trade 
and reform amongst the million of active-minded men 
who are congregated within fifteen miles of Manchester 
Exchange, it is recommended to Associations and Con- 
gregations who desire to see the weekly history of the 
progress of wholesome agitation in so important a com- 
munity. 

Persons remitting a post-office order for 9s. 6d, will 
have the pe r forwarded to them for six months. 

ADVE TISERS are insured the advantage of a wide 
publication, the circulation of the paper being nearly 
three thousand, in 


Manchester, Oldham, Wigan, 
Stockport, Rochdale, Chorley, 
Ashton, Bury, Leigh, 
Hyde, Bolton, Warrington, 
Bridge, Blackburn, &e 


Stal 8 
The Manchester Times is published every Saturday at 
the Office, Ducie Place. | 


bound in cloth, ve £1 6s. 
30 


0 and in the Lear. 


Rev. 8. Ransom, Hackney, 


le; and as far as 1 | to secure 


a whole, 1 


Hackney 


affords. 


I have been 
tions of Seri 


has fallen upon 


Maberiey Chapel. 


The evange 
forms which have been 


it much in my own — . 


privileges of the 
gospel. 


prayer, I r 


huve opened, a n th 
towards God, and faith 


prayer. 
eds, 


estified, by letter, their high com 


LONDON: GEORGE VIRTUE, 


a great variety of Prayers to suit particular days, seasons, circumstances, 
By the Rev. ALEXAN 


9 Rev. J. GILBERT, Islington, 
Rev. H. CALDERWOOD, Kendal, 


„% Mammon.” Ih prize your volume of “‘ Family Devotion,“ and think it well adapted 
» yA sine 20 which you aspire. 
the sacred 1 1 you have introduced are appropriate and div 


the work is likely 
to ry er aye) Olay te pe S 
2 An hey e 5 


I consider it a vast advantage to 
customed to extemporaneous prayer, to have such a work 
Many, especially females have felt considerable difficu —_ 
family worship, for want of a selection of Scriptures adapted to ly reading: 
difficulty your work meets, and cannot but be ap 
Christian community. The work appears to me to be execu 
in my opinion, is a strong recom- 


mendation of its excellency. With 
many sincere wishes for its 3 * une 
Surrey-Chapel House. | : 


with the adaptation of the several Hymns, Pere 
1—4— 1 —1— ether. The general character of the wholeis 
excellent; and I trust the work will be found eminently useful in the promotion 


domestic piety. That result will, doubt- 

less, be esteemed by you an ample reward 12 

8 labour you must have expended. 2AM 
ork. . 


I regard this Guide” as eminently calculated to lead on to the fulfilment 
that prophecy, “Elijah shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, lest I come 
— r Much both of the mantle and the spirit of Elijah 


olen pean dy a BE yg 
lical d motive w are 
91 — =I I trust that 


termingled 
your labours will lead many families to a practical use and 


— 


Your volume has, to my mind, several characteristic recommen 


additi f sacred song, and es 
ce with creat satisfaction. Your scripture 
at once judicious and comprehensive. Allow me to add, that I have bees 


to find, at whatever page of your work I 


e Ale, 2 
atonement, seem to me essential to every 5 


gelical; the expressions of 


THE TWENTY-FOURTH EDITION OF ONE THOUSAND EACH 


al Paper, cloth, gilt, £2. | 
YMNS, 730 PRAYERS, and 730 PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE, 


and events of Providence, 
DER FLETCHER, author of “Scripture 


Rev. 8. Lux, Chester, 
Rev. J. E. Goop, Gosport. 


e selections of Scripture are 
; and, as 


_——— — 


rsons who daß house-keeping, if unac- 
help t 


o devotion as your 
in con 


ted devotionally, which, 


of 


een A, ela 


lical strain of the pra ves them an advan over most other 
lished for alle — 


enjoyment ef the glorious 


— 


Vicar of St. Stephen 8, Coleman Street. 


dations. The 


of scripture to morning and 
also appears to 
delighted 


ee * 
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Just ished, r hs Is. 
EASONS why I, a JEW, have become 
s CATHOLIC, and not a ROMAN CATHOLIC. 
A Letter in to the Rev. R. W. Sibthorpe, B.A., late 
of Ryde. By KRiptzy H. Heascuet, Author of “A 
Brief Sketch of the Jews.“ 
London: J. Unwin, 31, Bucklersbury; NIs RT and 
Co., Berners Street, Oxford Street; and all Booksellers. 


Just published, new edition, price 2d., or 12s. per 100 for 
distribution, by direct application to the publisher, 

ECONCILIATION BETWEEN THE 

MIDDLE AND~ LABOURING CLASSES. A 

Series of Articles which have appeared in the Noncon- 

1 this subject and that of COMPLETE SUF- 


1 by B. S r III., 20, Paternoster Row, London. 
oe ve of Mr. Joszrn Coorer, 12, Lawrence 
Mr. Srarroap ALLEN, 7, Cowper 


Street, Finsbury. 

% The pamphlet may be sent by post to all parts of 
the kingdom for 2d. A liberal allowance to country 
booksellers. 


Now ready, 
PRIZE ESSAY ON CHRISTIAN MISSIONS, 
in one handsome volume, royal 12mo, 1 10s. 6d. cloth, 
uniform with the Author’s other works, 
1 GREAT COMMISSION; or, the 
Christian Church Constituted and Charged to Con- 
5 to the World. By the Rev. J. Harris, 
D. D., President of Cheshunt College, Author of Mam- 
mon, The Great Teacher,” &c., &c. 
N.B. To this Essay the prize of 200 Guineas has been 
ed. ADJUDICATORS. 
v Dr WELSH, University, Edinburgh. 
— Dr WARDLAW, Glasgow. 
— H. MELVILLE, B.D., Camberwell, London. 
— Dr BUNTING, London. 
— T. 8. CRISP, Baptist College, Bristol. 


London: T. Warp and Co., 27, Paternoster Row. 


At a Meeting of the SCOTTISH BOARD 
FOR BIBLE CIRCULATION, held in Edinbu 

19th January, 1842, the Rev. ANDREW ELLiorr in the 

„ the read a Statement respecting the 

aud Progress of the Institution, when the follow- 


more than the fixed-price being exacted from individual 

„ every congregation subscribing, from its 

— 2 purposes or otherwise, the sum of one 

annually, shall be allowed to purchase Bibles and 
estaments 
at a 


cription of half-a- 
principle of the 
d Foreign Bible 


ir subscription, Bibles and Testaments intended 

Sabbath schools, for the really indigent, and for cir- 

culation in all our colonies, at the same prices as adver- 

tised by the British and Foreign Bible society in England, 
more recently in Edinb 


oreign Bible society’s prices, the 
ert e way in which the Board shail 
3 aceordance with the objects of the 


5. That a special committee of ministers and others, 
of different denominations, shall be appointed to corres- 
pond with the e n, or churches of 
their 1 ve communions, in reference to the advan- 


des to every a — Resolution Bd 
reques subscriptions e t contem 

Resolutions 3and 4. The committeeto — 

ollowing gentlemen :—the Rev. Archibald Bennie, Rev. 

Andrew Zubo Rev. George Johnston, Rev. John 

„ Rev. Francis Muir, Rev. John Watson, Rev. 

. L. Alexander, Rev. C. derson, H Turubull, 

„Edward Cruickshank, Esq., John Wigham, Esq., 

Miller, : to any of whom, or the Secretary, 

or the Treasurer, H. D. Dickie, Esq., 20, George Street, 
contributions are requested to be sent without delay. 

6. That a copy of these resolutions be published in 
the Scotsman, the Scottish Pilot, and Witness, together 
with the London Patriot, and Nonconformist and Chris- 
tian Examiner, newspapers, and also in the Secession 
Magazine, the Christian Journal, the Scottish Congrega- 


tional Magazine, and the Sunday School Magazine, Ke. 
These Heeol ’ 4 


utions, having been duly considered, were 
y ado by the Board; and it is earnestly 
that the friends of Bible Circulation will exert 
themselves to the utmost in order to secure donations 
and subscriptions in aid of the grand which it 
is the object of the Board to accomplish. 
ANDREW ELLIOT, Chairman, p. t. 
ADAM THOMSON, D. D., Secretary. 
N.B. A — will be allowed to those Booksell- 


ers who agree to sell the Bibles at the Board’s prices, as 
fixed in its printed lists. 


Price F nee, 

ORIGIN and PROGRESS of the SCO T- 
TISH BOARD for BIBLE CIRCULATION : a State- 
ment read at a Meeting of the Board, 19th January, 1842. 
By Apam Tuomson, D. D., Coldstream, Secretary to the 
Scottish Board for Bible Circulation. 

“The difference of a single peuny in the price of a Bi- 
ble determines, year after year, whether the word of God 
is or is not to enlighten and gladden thousands of fami- 
lies.“ - Report of the Board of her Majesty's sole and 
only Printers in Scotland. 

London: Jonn Surru, 40, Long Acre. M. Paterson, 
7, Union Place; and Bible „ 23, St James's 
Square, 


AUD.—G. J. COCKERELL respect- 


fully draws attention to the practice of substituting or 
mixing in Seconds witha large proportion of the COALS 
delivered as Best; and that, while every variety of effort 
and precaution that art or ingenuity could devise has 
been had recourse to by the competitors for public pa- 
tronage, this abuse, from its general adoption, has been 
suffered to pass almost unnoticed. G. J.C. continues to 
deal exclusively in BEST COALS, which may be certi- 
fied by the books at the Coal-meter’s Office. STEW- 
ART’S, HETTON’S, or LAMBTON’S SUNDERLAND 
COALS, delivered full weight, free from small, &c., for 
cash after trial, at 30s. per ton; small, 17s., to burn with 
coke, at 18s. per chaldron; Anthracite, 32s. r ton; and 
Cannel coal, 40s. perton. Dye-house Wharf, Clink Street, 
Southwark. 


yes MOTHER’S MAGAZINE, issued 

by an Association of Mothers in America: repub- 
lished monthly, pp. 16, 8vo, price 2d. Vol. I. to VI. 
stitched, 2s. each. 


THE SACRED STAR, a Monthly Magazine of Bib- 
lical Literature and Moral Instruction, pp. 36, 18mo. 2d. 
with Engravings. 

THE PENNY PULPIT, in Weekly Numbers, and 
Monthly Parts, 6d. each, or Volumes bound in cloth, 
38. 6d. each. Vol. I. to XVI. may be had. The follow- 
ing selections are worthy of notice—9. by Rev. Thomas 
Binney, Is. 6d; 8, by ev. James Parsons, IS.; 5, by 
Dr Fletcher, ls. ; 5, oy Rev. J. Aldis, 1ls.; 15, by Rev. 
H. Melville, 2s. 6d. ; 7, by Rev. J. Burnet, Is. 4d.; 5, on 
Popular Errors on Faith, the Atonement, and Future 
State, ls.; 3, by J. H. Hinten on Church Establish- 
ments, 6d, ; 8, by Rev. T. Dale, ls. ; 7, during Lent, ls. ; 
4, by Rev. B. Noel, 6d.; 6, by Rev. T. Archer, on Po- 
pery, ls.; 4, on Palestine, Is. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT AND EXTENSION OF 
NATIONAL CHURCHES, a masterly Reply to Dr 
Chalmers, by M. Butler, ls. 6d. 

London: JAMES Paul, I, Chapter House court, St Pauls. 


AIT’S EDINBURGH MAGAZINE is 
published Monthly, price One Shilling, or Twelve 
Shillings for a whole year. 

Each Number of Tait’s Magazine contains as much 
letter-press, by a number of the ablest writers of the 
day, as at the rate charged for new novels would cost 
17s. 6d. Each volume would, at the same rate, cost ten 
guineas, instead of twelve shillings. 

Only about a fourth or fifth of each number is devoted 
to politics ; the rest to what Leigh Hunt called “ those 
admirable Summaries of new books,“ original tales, &c. 

A New Volume commenced with the Jan Number. 

In one particular Tait has, by universal admission, 
a decided superiority over all the magazine literature of 
the country: we refer to the abstracts which he fur- 
nishes of the more important and interesting publica- 
tions which issue daily from the press. The care, good 
taste, and disc with which these are generally 
prepared, are so complete, that the reader is, in most 
cases, furnished with a condensed view of nearly all that 
is valuable in the volumes reviewed. To those who have 
little spare time for reading, this is a most invaluable 
quality in a periodical.’’—Stirling Obserrer. 


e"s Child“ 
Laing’s 
ler—Miss peg and Letters 
—Poetry—The Song of March ; the Hunger Fiend, &c. 
— 4 Register — Carey's Civil Wars of England; 
Hirst's Music of the Church; Rational Reading Les- 
sons, &c. &Ke.— Political rl ay of Parlia- 
ment; the Wars in China and India, &c. 
Early in April will be published, in demy 8vo., price 12s. 


HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. By Pa- 


Tunick TYTLER, Esq. Volume VIII., containing the Re- 
gency of Morton, and part of the Reign of James VI., 
ending with the Execution of Queen Mary. 

A Ninth Volume will complete the Histo to the 
Union of the Crowns, and include an Index to the whote 


The Number for MARCH contains—The Peel Mystery 
5 
E 
: . von 
Notes of a Trave 


In post 8vo, price 6s. per volume. 
TYTLER’S HISTORY of SCOTLAND. 


New Edition. 

Vol. VI. was published on 3lst January. Vol. VII. 
= be ready on 3lst March; and Vol. VIII. on 3lst 

ay. 

One more will complete the work; which, we ven- 
ture to predict, will then become, and long remain, the 
standard history of Scotland.“ — Quarterly Review, 
March, 1841. 

In small 8vo, price 5s. 


Second edition, in royal 18mo, with above 40 woodcuts, 


rice 4s. 6d. 
THE STEAM ENGINE; being a 


popular Description of the Construction and Mode of 
Action of that Engine, as applied to Raisi Water, 
Machinery, Navigation, ways, K.; with 4 Bketch of 
its History, and an account of the Laws of Heat and 
Pneumatics; Illustrated by a number of Wood En- 
gravings. By HC REI, turer on Chemistry, &e. 

“A very admirable little book — scientific, learned, 
and perfectly lucid.”"—Spectator. 


THE POH MeO for general circulation, of 
THE POEMS OF EBENEZER EL- 
LIOTT, the Corn Law Rhymer, in large 8vo, closely 
printed, and stereotyped, with a Portrait of Mr Hiott, 
price Four Shillings. The previous edition was in three 
volumes, and cost 15s. 


LORD BROUGHAMW’S SPEECHES, 


&e., handsomely pastes in four large volumes 8vo., 
under his Lordship’s immediate superintendence, and 
originally published at 21. 8s.; now offered at II. 83. 


In one volume t 8vo, price 10s. 6d. 
INGLISTON. A Tale. By Grace 
WEBSTER. 


20 Ingliston' will, we divine, prove but the first of a 
22 vi 
An e Scottish tale. — Culedonian M. . 

“Much of this tale will be found an apt and livel 
lustration of Dr Alison’s pamphlet on the state of the 

destitute poor.’’—Tait’s Magazine. 

_**Ingliston’ isa Doric of the Wes 
life as by the pencil of Hogarth.” —Scotti 
WILLIAM Tarr, 141 
UM 


Co., London; and Jonn 


Lo 


drawn to the 
Pilot. 


SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, and 
MING, Dublin. 


— 


— 


For Bilious, Liver, and Stomach Complaints, Indiges- 
s, Sick Head-ache, &c. 
HEPATIC 


_ ‘tien 

OUDS COMPOUND 

removing those distressing diseases 

and STOM 922 of which are 
10 S COMPLAINTS, 

D in d Fain in the 

rowsiness, I of t, Acidity an n 
Stomach, Redness St Urine, Paine in the Back, Jaundice 
or Yellowness of the Eyes and Skin, &e. Also, Loss of 

ency or Wind, H ness in the Night, 
a sense 0 the Stomach, Langour, De n 
FROUD’S COMPOUND HEPATIC ILLS 
are in an to preven 
Ss 
move, T ast imtoused as — 
move. 2 
y, but those only 222 y 
— 1 connected with the Liver and Stomach ; 
an e 8 
ter or less d in every person labouring under a 
iseased Liver or 
require no confinement, nor alteration of diet, and may 
be taken with perfect safety by individuals from the 
essential benefit from them, as they will regulate and 
improve the general state of their health. 
CHESTER. Price ls. IId. each Box. 

None are genuine but those which bear the Pro- 
ment Stamp round each box. 

The high estimation in which these Pills are held by 
sons afflicted with Bilious Complaints and Disorders of 
the Stomach and Head, will find in them that remedy 
sources—indeed, they have been known to produce the 
happiest effects in numberless instances. 


PILLS, an effectual remedy for 
suffers Pain in the Head, G 
4 — Bitterness and unpleasant Taste in the Mouth, 
in 
of the 8 leite Ker all which 
eminent 
should they be of 
now 
disorder of the 
ptoms above stated, will be found in a 
or 
These Pills are gentle and pleasant in their operation, 
: age 
of childhood to grey hairs.—Females also will derive 
repared only by JaMEs Frovup, Druggist, &., Dor- 
prietor’s Signature, James Froud,” on the Govern- 
the Public, justifies the Proprietor in stating, that Per- 
which they have hitherto sought in vain from other 
Lonp & AGENTS :—Messrs. Sutton and Co., 10, Bow 


Co., ill 

Porter, Yeovil; Penny, Sherborne; Shipp, Blandford ; 

Galpin, Crewkerne ; Pitt, Wareham ; Lankaster, Poole 

Hitchcock, Taunton ; 3 and Co., Salisbury; Rutter 
; eaton ; 


and Co., : Ringwood ; Herbert, 
Wimborne; Wheaton, Exeter; Christchurch ; 
ortsmouth ; 


1 ceston; Thomas 
; Toms, Chard; Hillyer, 
, Newport; Greenfield, Ryde; Thomas, 

. illiams, Ilminster; Grove, L. : 
Forder, Winchester; Gray, Romsey; Cottle, Basing- 
stoke ; Nicholls, Farnham; Penny, Frome; and by all 
other Patent Medicine venders. 


RACTICAL EXPOSITIONS. 
Edited by the 
Rev. JAMES SHERMAN, ew | : 

MANTON on THE EPISTLE or JAMES. 7s. 6d. 

GREENHILL on EZEKIEL. 1650. 285. 

ADAMS ow SECOND ov PETER, 1633. „„ 

JENKYN on JUDE. 1653. 10s. 6d. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH. 
DAILLE on THe PHILIPPIANS. 1643. 
DAILLE on tHe COLOSSIANS. 1648. 
Shortly will be Published, 

BURROUGHS, HALL, aNp REYNOLDS, on HOSEA 


They contain a treasure of valuable thought, prac- 
tically illustrating and applying Scriptural truth to the 
edification of the Church. - Her. E. Bickersteth. 

J cannot but rejoice that their writings should be 
made attainable by every Minister of our Church.’’— 
Rev. F. Cunningham. 

We consider the Christian church, and more espe- 
cially Christian ministers and students pre for 
the ministry, under deep obligations to the Rev. sames 
Sherman, for the republication of tnose valuable exposi- 


12s. 6d. 
IN ONE VOL. 


tory works, which were bequeathed to posterity by the 


uritan divines.“ — E. Henderson, D. D. Theological 

utor.— Robert Halley, D. D. 

As there is so little new under the sun, it might 
often be preferable in this manner to reproduce and 
repolish actual treasures of literature which lie con- 
cealed and ted, rather than perpetually to increase 
the number of books, apparently new, but of which the 


Tutor. 

“The present of reprinting some of the most 
scarce and valuable tions of our old divines in a 
cheap and accessible form cannot but be entitled to all 
commendation.” . B. Clulow, Classical Tutor. 

“The esteemed minister of the Rev. 
James Sherman, has with great toil rescued almost from 
oblivion these valuable specimens of Christian theology 
of the seventeenth century, which are now presented to 
the public in a form pen See: See oS Sees 
scarcely amounting to a fifth part of the price of the old 
ee — George Collison, D.D.— Samuel Kan- 
som, A.M. 


IE Te hE poy LEE 
im t to bring publi 
tether of our churches ; in my humble opinion, far 
ter guides in ascertaining the mind of the 
certain other fathers who are referred to 
such awful deference. The grand fundamental truths 
of the IM gospel are nowhere so well i 
and d ed as in the writings of such men as Green- 
hill, Owen, Howe, and the divines of that day.“ 
Thomas Palmer Bull. 
“Congregations and individual Christians should 
know that they could not present a Minister with 
volumes more serviceable or acceptable than those 
which we here cordially recommend.” — Rep, John 
Harris, D.D.—Rer. J Sortain, A.B. 


SAMUEL Holbswonrn, 69, Berners-street: 
Booksellers. . 
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